TRANSLITERATION.

A. VOWELS.

a = a 1n jathcer.

a = a 1ntermediate between
a in father and cnat.

e = a In take.

e — e 1n there.
e = e In /lel.

1 = ee 1n See.
1 = 11n <.

0 = O 1n stone.
0 = 0 1n ought.

0 = 0 1n not.

U = u In 7ulc.

u = u 1n bull.

u = u 1 German giite.
u = —1n German gliick.
o = o 1n German Lony
al = 11 lune.

au = 1n how.

el

o1 = 11 boy.

B. CONSONANTS.

b = b 1n bed.

¢ = ch 1n church.

X = approximately equva-
lent to Scottish c¢h 1n
loch.

= d 1In dark.

d = cerebral d.

f =1 1n feld.

¢ = hard g 1n gold.

h = h 1n Aave.

LY 4 >

] = ] 1n jewel.
k = k 1n Zley.

1 = 1 1n lony.

1 = cerebral l.
nm = m 1n 7man.

n = n in 71ot.

n = cerebral n.
1l = ng 1n ringer.
P = p 1n pay.

r = r 1n 7ed.

1+ = trilled r.

rh = r shghtly trilled and
asplirated.

s 1N sed.

sh 1n ste.

t 1n Zen.

= cerebral t.

v = v 1n vivid.

S
S
U
t

W = W 11 Win.

y = y 11 ycllow.

Z = 7 1N 7a207.

7 = 7 1N Qzure.

y = soft ¢ in N. German Zay.
f, v, = bilalnal f and v, Span-

1sh pronunciation of b.
b, p = band p sounded nearly

hike w, with closed
glottis.

Dynamic accent (stress) x

High tone
Low tone
Sion of nasalization

' §

\

~ (over the letter).



SECTION 1.

EDO TEXTS.

Record 216.

Azuamblli, Azualegelege 1yokpabina ;
Azuambili, Azualegelege, born of the same mother

Qglseoxunu Inakearowa ; Inagaiho
when hunger time came theylived in the same house ; 1f they heard

ekeni jnanadumina, Jnagaxia. Ogisedokpa
a place where they beat fufu, they went (there). One day

Jnagarhiopia ; Inanawinarigbafi, Jnanagaxiax1axia ;
they took cutlass, they say they go hunting they went on, on, on,

Jnamamiemirokpa; 1nagededowovwofe;
they saw nothing ; as they came they saw a rat hole;

Azuambjli gwe Emanobiluaiyi ; Azualegelege
Azuambili said : here he would stay; Azualegelege

owemanelegelegaiyl olimanagatonovu ;
said here he would do so too so they began to dig hole;

1nagizetol etifwina; Azualegelege owinerviowa;

they went on digging, they tired ; Azualegelege said he would go
home ;

Azuambili emaley: ; onagatonal ; 0g1zeiQnol
Azuambili : “here I stay”;  so he went on digging; as he dug
B 2
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ongsagwale ; onolobyrhamoi ; Qg1ZOmogal ;

he reached room ; he took hand touch; when he felt it hot,
onawebaba olokpawema ; ggltonexere ;

he said just now he got up here; he dug a little more,

onagegerhurhumele ; gnamwelgrhurhumu;  gkeyuyolobo;
he saw his tail ; he caught at the tail; 1t came loose in his
hand
okeletwa ; onarhiegrhurhumele ; onakezekawoli;
it ran away ; he took 1its tail ; he took sand from his track,

onazekubole ; onagbalaiyoko;  onagariowa ;
he took sand from fore feet ; he tied it Ina leaf; he went home ;

QU1ISOWa onamwawuwanakpe,  erhurhumofeni;
when he got home, he took pot, washed 1t, tail of the rat

bexaingze, onameyowawa ; onalamoi; gnamwell;
~ 1 1 ! ~ |
and sand he had picked, he put them in pot; he fried it ; he took 1t ;

Qnariol ; gnarota. Azualegelegexyre ; onaw’
. | ~~ - s =, 2D ) -1
he ate 1t ; he sat down. When Azualegelege came ; he said,

ofelele ; ukweghe ? onawomagumeche ;
rat to-day ; did you kill 1t? he said, it did not let me kill 1t;

onawukpaxjre ; 1121101 Iwinumwe,
he said, you had gone small; I saw it I said; let me catch it,

erhurhumele onaluwobo ; onazexuwole
his tail loose for my hand; he took sand from fee

bikumbgle, 1magbaleyoko ; 101SOW A ; jeiranele,
| - ‘- C <
from hands ; I putit in parcel; I came home; I fried and ate 1t,

QNawawawanuyaganolwo ; onawegolewa ;

he said where is pot you take fry 1it; he said look 1t ;
Azualegelegelamu ; onasamekpoge ;

Azualegelege went take it ; he took water to wash 1t and shake 1t ;

Qnamuno.
he drank it.
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L1

Records 217-219.

Iya, okeginomodo nookpa Qrenewo ;
B [ - T L . T3 9
ILya, when she got husband, who the only one was 1n the country ;
p_¢ e . . . N _ . ) N\ . o
ewohla ; 1mananawe : nokwenina QW&  1noine;
all country said let her agree for them ; she said: I don't
marry ;
1nanawe omanQmina, inagagbelua;  onawe;
L -3 o | O O % ? “3 L

they said (if) she did not marry them, they go kill her ;  she said

“M?7” Okeolbie omo okpa. nodol1 norewa,
A 30 . L n T " o

“M?” When she bore child one for her husband who was 1n
the house,

lnanawe dokwenina ; 1kwe woborolahg ;
they sald :  go agree for them I don’t agree;  we all beg you;
nkwe ; Jnanawe : umakwe, magaghbwa ;
I don’t agree; they said: 1f you don’t agree, we kill you ;
okegarieki ; okedoeki inanamwegbe

9 8O 3 Y TS 3 . 30
she went to market ; she reached market ; they got ready
yaxolegode ; ogicegina ;  lnanawe:  kwimele ; e ;

go wait on road she saw them ; they said agree to-day; no;

umawukwe ?  edixali.  elegino magagbwa; walaho;
you don’t agree? So Isay. It’sto-day we kill you; 1 beg you;

yalexwiodome ; inanawe agadege  wakwenima ;

go and look for my husband ; they said we go see 1f you agree for us;
(take palaver to him)

malgeghwe ; onadigwe, laho ; 1gakwe ;
we don’t kill you; she knelt down, I beg you; I agree;
olasowa ; €0 ; alsowa, maholuebaba ;
let us go home ; no? don’t gohome we wish to have connection now;
magaholueweniya. Onawikwi. Ugakwe.
we wish to copulate so.  She said : I don’t agree.  You will agree.
. . . . ' 1 .
Inanarhiopia,  jnakefialuhumu; qkegiwu. Qdolegnawe :

They took cutlass, they cut her head off; she died. Her husband
sald :
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Jjmagimie lya; bogirie wowana ? Tahuele;
Idon’t see Iya; Where did she go in this house? I golook for her ;
okegahuele ; goadiekl ; odo ;

'
he went and looked; he went to market ; her husband ;
. . ) I -
umamiowekl Iya, bog’ 1ye, olexe.
Did you not see her in market ; Iva, which side, trader.
Eyenawe amamamiol ; iyowoll ;
Market people said we didn’t see her; they were sorry ;
(Traders)
1ho1 ; onagaxia;  okegahuele; ozehuele,
I hear; he went ; he looked ; he kept on looking,
omamiol ; osoglame, 1maguniawoxaine ;
he did not see her; Oh, my enemy, I don’t see my wife;

wilagalue? “M7” goleo 1hegimieuhumiya:  jmagimie
what I godo? “DM?” look; atlast Isee Iya’'s head; I don’t see

ikwele ; bohuele olihona ; umamiol ?
her body; where to look forit? 1 find it now, you don’t see 1t ?

mahinoi; 1thegimiol ; irhiele okegirhiegadeowa ;
Weseeit; I havelooked till I'mtired; I takeit. He took it home ;

biagalihumu Iya? 1galele; jgalele
What shall I do with head of Iya? I buryit; when I go bury it,

ekpeti ainyo  1gaia lele; walaho wadogum jdolele ;
box of gin I take bury it; I beg you follow me bury her;

mahol; magagwelele (na) Iya; bwaigaleley1 ?
we hear; we go follow you bury Iya; Whatyou gotake bury her?

p - - " . . Y e 3 . -
ew¢, oxoxo, ekita, egwil, emila noxwa. Vigre nalagbumelele;

goat, fowl, dog, tortoise, cow big. Bring come follow me
bury ;
mahor ; axwemagalele ? okeghe; wadogume(1)rioy

we hear ; to-morrow we bury her ? he killed ; come follow me eat.

mahol;  Inanavie : akeg tota; awagadainyo ;
we hear ; they wept; they sat down ;  they drank palm wine ;

anagairievel; anagairiewc; anagahawa; e¢mihanaiailele

they ate kola; they ate goat; they ate dog; all that they took
to bury her
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anagajriol. “Asimwe”; “I” 1hoy ; inaglline
they ate. “Save you”; “Ay?” I hear; when they ate

ekogivo; Jnagllovie ; ONaWe ; biagiluenahe ;

L

belly full; they lay down ; he said ; What to do now ;

inanjgbawoxamina ; opiagarhie ; lgagiaginauhumu ;
they who killed this my wife; I take cutlass; I cut their heads off;

e e . C e | .
onagirhiopia;  ¢nalagagiaginawthumu; okeaifo,
So he took cutlass  he went cut their heads; when he finished,

ogigeyUsalobwa, ; Walu ? unaghboma
he saw Osa ; What are you doing ? you kill person

nQsenliall ; Jnakalumele ; bozenuwemaxamame ?
like that; they first did it to me; why did you not tell me ?

Qnawe : gegiluede ; okerhiebe ;  okexiele ;
he said : he would not do it again ; he took leaf; he rubbed it ;
okemievinunu ; miyoleho;  onarhieumweriota ;
he squeezed it for mouth; and ears; he took small stick (whip);
onafinale ; onawinarhiore ; agavie,
he flogged them; he sald: let them wake; when people sleep,
ario ; jnanaekbaigbe ; onahumewoxwo ;  bgsiezo

let them wake;  they got up; he woke woman; what brought
palaver

wanagboxwona ; Jnanawe : Jnanimial ;
before you kill this woman ; they said : they begged her ;

omakwenia ; olinanagheé ; QNanonoxwo :
she did not agree ; so they killed her ; he asked woman :
Jjmakwina ; onarhiexwaise;  gnafiyo;  gnawe;
I don’t agree for them; he took ewaise; he swore on it; he said:
ewohoho Jnegagl  kokurlioxwokpa ; 1nafie ;
this whole town they can’t mix take one woman ;  they swore ;
ONAWEeWOXWO : wirlcbe, gariglimi, 0se
he said to woman : g0 back, go to LElvma, person
noyelimire.
who goes to Elvme does not come (back).
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I11.

Emigaheme, novihenbuda, QWE edenemi
Emigaheme, who was slave of Ehenbuda, said  day that things

gahemenihomalu 12a Wl Edeni
tire me which our company do I go die. This day

ovikpevene yaxame Ehenbuda, emlagmoxame.
he took four kola  to go tell Ehenbuda, he was tired of the world.

Edenemigaheme nimasabalu 1o1homalue,
The day that I tire of a thing which I cannot do and my company
do it,

Ehenbuda uvievenena ; uviobame,
Ehenbuda take these four kola ; take together with me,

nalaluemsi ; 1gag1MOxalno. Ehenbuda,
take do a thing (we., kill me) the world hates me. Ehenbuda

Nnaxamezomo ; uwegewoxamame ! bokahe ?
told Ezomo ; Look what he tells me! What ?

Owemihene nihomalu ; ovikpeveneme

He says he 1s tired  for what his company does ; he takes four kola
for me ;

niviome, edenemigaihinoi nihomalu.
let him give them to me, the day he tires for what our company does

Ezomonatigmigaheme : onawugaset1?  Emigaheme.
Ezomo said to Emigaheme; he said Can you?  Emigaheme.

Onawehe : onawellisetl deugaseti  gnawele: 1z1ga
He saild Yes; he said ; you can’t  if you can,  he said, murderer

oregbola;  yamwere;  wasabamwere ogigbaika ;
isin the bush ; bring him ; if youcan bring him, he will tie beads;
onawelehor ; ONax1a ; Ogi1sowa, Qnawilye ;
he said he heard; he went; Ie went home he said to mother ;
cckenaglemele. (Gaxia ; uxia, tude.
look pla,ce they send me. Go. go, come back ;
Onawehe. EKlegare, lcbewenwe. Ixwegboyede

he sald “ yes.” To-day I come, I kill goat for you. [If] Cutlass cuts
plantain tree

ozunoli. Ukpogun, oyavame, omukwa,
spoils edge. Ukpogun, if it gets water, 1t throws 1t off
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ohiekwa. Onamwewe¢,  onaghe, onadesagie,
2 -3 ! “
it throws it away. She took goat, she killed it, she took 1ts blood,
okemwiuku ; gnamune ; Qnagaxia ;
she put it in calabash ; she gave it to him; he went ;
okedodinode woglsode, esdUle
he came and reached road ; When he reached road, blood
okolgwopia osamalylghe ; ognagaxia;  Qgunlziga
he took ruby cutlass, hethrew forbody ; he went; he met murderer ;

onawedo ; Onawigano ? Emigaheme ! onawedo
he said “ Hail” ; hesaid “ who isthat”? Emigaheme ! he said

doko, owehe. Onawe tueme  Qnawetjtua.
“do, friend,” he said “yes.” He said “saluteme,” he said I salute
(murderer) youl.
Onarhielgsago ; lare.  Onagaxia, 0glseva,
He took him to bush house ; come He went, he got there,

Qnawe : tota, oketota. Onawurien: ?
C ! =
he said : sit down, he sat down. He said “ You don’t eat ?”
onawelevale ; ONnawe : nalaxwe ; onawehe ;
- L a0 2 - L ~ ) " . )
He said he would eat; he said let us wash, he said yes;
Jp U ' ; VIO
Qnagiseze, cagakaxwe ?  Kmigaheme !  qwexwe ;
he reached river, who washes first? Emigaheme! he sald : wash ;
mievaxwe orel1 NJUIXWese ; onawehe ;
take soap it’s long since I washed ; he said all right

- g

okeglxwe, ONamwevaxwe onamwenjzigana ;
when he washed, he took soap ; he took it gave to murderer

“b P

gyevaxwelalo egidegode ; onadefieze ;
he rubbed soap 1n his eyes he did not see ; he fell into river ;

b
onamweboto ; onagbaz, onarhiegade ;
he put him down ; he tied him ; he took him away ;
. : ). X . ) .
QQ1SQ00 Qnawe udmya umagile ?
when he reached bush house, he said youdon’t eat yams, don’t you eat?
Umagirinya, axivie, axeka,
If you don’t eat yams, pot of beads, pot of square beads,
ax1go ; ukedovio ; odalol ;
3 9 3 3
pot of cowries ; you come take all; he packed them ;
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Inanagariedo ; aglsiedo ; onawomada :
they went to Edo; when they reached Edo he said to Omada :
- - " - - - .
Jreneg ; gbanagire; onaw Okpiaxu ;
I have come; when the king came; he said  You are a man;
onawligaluese. Ezomo nawe  gebeluglese;  gnawe
he said I go dash you. Ezomo  said don’t dash him; he said
one grovia ; yamwere. Onawé: “JM7”  Onagaxia;
g r S ! 1 1 L | O
crocodile 1n Ovia; Dbringit; He said  “M” he went ;
onadinewa ; ogelomo ; ocematoil ;  obanavione ;
- 3 21O9 "1 7 1 7
he reached home; spear of brass, spear of iron, king gave him ;
QnAWQZIgWe : dogwame ; ozlgwenawe ohamume ;
- ', / b | O L 2
he told ferryman : put me over; ferryman said I fear ;
egiohame ; nonelidomu. Ozigwenawehe,
don’t fear ; crocodile I come catch. Ferryman said ‘“all right.”
gnarhieyoko; lare; ognagade;  lako; olako;
he took canoe; come; he went; goin canoe; he went in canoe ;
ogwa ; QQ1ZeCgWa, ; okegegone ;
he put him across ; as he was crossing, he saw crocodile ;
ogenade, Onasuoga ; onarhiogelomo;
when 1t came, he threw his spear he took brass spear ;
qnarhiggematoii ; Qnaisue. Onewadeze ;
he took 1iron spear, he threw. It sank in niver;
ONaWQZloWe : ilabwele ; onabwelecaxia ;
he said to ferryman : I go to it; he went after 1it;
onagaxia eljmi QEISUrQX0XQ Q\Q\Qwe(refrbua '
he went to Elimz ; he reached fowl gate, fowl said don’t pass
onalyokani, onaghbirava ; okeisurewe,
he took corn, he passed there; he reached goat gate,
gwenawegeobira ; onavikunina ; okeeblra ;
goat said don’t pass; he took the peelings, he passed ;
okeglsuremila, onagia ogedeemila ; onawegbyra ;
he reached cow gate, he gave plantains to cow ; 1t said : pass;
onasuruke ; Qnawggegbira;  onamwemana;

he reached lame man’s gate ; he said don’t pass; he took the fufu ;
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Qnanaweggblra; onasogly’ Ehenbuda. Onawele :
he salid pass; he reached mother of Edenbuda. She said :
Warie ? Iriglimi. Onawe “M™ Walalu ?
‘Whither ? I go to Elime. She said “M”  What go do?
Iyamwone nisal ; owele ; ugamisi,
I fetch crocodile that I shot, said he to her; if you see 1t
uganole ; onawuetinole ; Qnawoga,
do you know 1t; he saild he knew 1t; she said spear,
onawagbelume orhue ; alnevaviggare
she said they rub it with camwood and chalk ; if they two bring the
spears,
rhipwumeni ; oluwiyanole ; onawenonenusal
1 1 . | L

take the camwood one ;  so you go know it ;  she said the crocodile
that you spear

onawalume(1)wele ¢kewonasue ; QNawe ;
:she said with chalk they rub it in the place you shot 1t ; she said ;

agaleminwe, gele utegarie. Onawehe.
nf they cook for you, don’t eat till you go. He said “yes.”

Oviegwlyeva Osalobwa. ogawed]gue,
She gave him two tortoises ; 1f Osa says Kkneel,

waglsegwasa, awadloue.
when you reach Osa’s palace, it i1s forbidden to kneel.

Onagaxia Elini ; QglSegwasa, Esukegimio,
- - 0
He went to £lim7; when he reached Osa’s palace, when Esu saw him,

Esunawewarie. QOtalamaisu ; Ilamie Osalobwalo,
Esu said which way do you go. He said to Esu ; I go to see Osu’s face,

yatamalosalobwa; yatamalolokun yatieleregume.
go tell Osa ; go tell Olokun ; go tell them come for me.

Onagaxia; oketiglere ; onawelinare.
He went ; he told them come ; he said they are coming.

Onarhiegwe, onarhyoto ; ogirKhramoisa ;
He took tortoise, he put it on ground ;  when Ehramoisa came ;

Qnawe: digwe; onadjgwe nialgwe. O1sa :
he said: kneel ; he knelt on the tortoise. Oisa :



12 EDO TEXTS.

wadolu ? Onawisuone; olihosema.
What do you come do? = He said : I shot crocodile ; so I heard it
reached here

4 . . .
Onawehe ; gade ; ogoba, olegino.
He said ¢ all right?” ; come ; the king’s own 1t 1s his
Onawehe. Onawe : wailsue ? Ogelomo,
He said: Yes. Hesaid: how did you shoot it?  Spear of brass,
~ x o
ogematon. Ugamio, wanole ? Iganole.
spear of iron. If you see 1t, do you know it ? I know 1t..
1. 2 4 4
Agarioga. Uganole ? Owehé.
If they brought spear. Do you know it ? He said yes.
Inavipgare ; VIOWEWO. Okeviggewo
They brought spears ; take your own. He took his own.
Osalobwa wevio. Onalakionere ; ONawe;
Osa said: take it. They brought croczodiles: he said ;
IMUWeWo ; erema; oryorhue;
take your own; 1t’s not here; it's marked with chalk ;
olyume uwegbe,  oniologome,. Onamosalobwale.
with camwood  on its body, that’s mine. He showed 1t to Osa.
Osalobwa wegariowa ; wadowane wodalu ;
Osa sald go home ; you meet the crocodile on the road ;
mwaxiagigoba wedo. Alemang ;

take 1t go to king of Edo. They have cooked fufu;
owinele ; omuiwa ; ulugsen,
he said he would not eat; he threw it away ; thank you,
onawereghe. Og¢ldinogiyehenbuda : Qnawurenowliie ;

he returned. When he met mother of Ehenbuda ; she said, you have
come, my son ;

onawehe ; uriedola ? “E”; Use,
he said yes; are you going to Edo? Yes; I am poor,.

0soglane, ONaAwWe ; 1cako unwe rhiggiowime.
oh my enemy, (she said; I give you parcel to take to my son..
T3 PARZENE Ji1 a0 ey o Ty

E”; rhiere. Onagbaloka ; onarhiene.

Yes ; bring it. She tied the parcel ; she gave 1t to him..
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Rhiggehgnbuda; tamowiline : usogberne;
‘Take 1t give to Ehenbuda ; say to my son : I am poor ;
egimemirokpa. Onagaxia  gnadoseze ; onatigzigwe ;
I have nothing. @ He went he reached river ; he said to ferryman;
dogwane ; okeglowa ; gzigwenawele:
put me over; when he put him over; ferryman said :
Onewo. Orubumukeze ; dogole :
L . '1 O9 ?
where’s the crocodile. It 18 on the top of the bank ; look at 1t ;

nadomone : onacgwaxia: onadoowalvoto:  “ivelimi:
Q ? -1 O ) A O A~ L2 = )
he took crocodile ; be crossed ; he reached land ; “I went to £lims ;

Ireneyewo = ; gboxia.  “KE” gnamwariedo.
I have come to this country ”; *“ Welcome.” “E” he took it go to
Edo.

Onadodinedo ; 1yewelelowime,
He reached Edo [Benin City]; mother said : welcome, my son,

gkwolgaghbwe. Qnawe : xamaqba, ire ;
war does not kill you. He said: tell the king, I come ;

onaxamgba ; obanagade; gnawedoko ;
they told king; king came; he said, “ Hail, friend” ;

gnawegaluese. kzQingnawe gebeluwelese.
he said, “I go dash you.” Ezomo said: don’t dash him.

Onawezomo : gmhgmq; (_.)nam.vg tiluelese quiahese.
He suid to Ezomo: besilent; hesaid: I dash him but not yet.

Amigo goruhumokedo; yamwere. Egixegbiraode,
Bull 1s on Okedo ; fetch 1it.  If he does not let (you) pass
(the road)

mwere; 1hol, Xia. Onasowa Iye  awegleme,
bringit; I hear, I go. He reached house; mother theysend me,

“aha,” gaxia; tuyo, tude. Ihaz. Yegbovu
“aha,” go; yougo, youcome back. I hear. Go get bag of ovu

1ku mugaxia; rhiume. Qnagaxia; quisewa,
and yam peelings ; take it go; take salt. He went, he got there,

amigolglagbirawode, omiuku, omiovu ; gale,
when bull met him on road, he took yam peelings, he took ovu : eat.
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Onagale. Onagasie;  omwebevulu; onamwerediedo.
it ate it. He pulled 1t; he held the rope; he brought it to Edo..
Og1sedo, onawomada ; laho,  tueyime ;

When 'he reached Edo;  he said to Omada ; I beg, salute him
for me ;

imwere ; xamoba;  domiemalo. “E” obanare: “Do™
I bring it ; tell king; come see my face. “E” Kking came; ‘“do.”

-arn ? (< 24 - e B .
umwere ! Eo.”  Okwiauxi,  gnawe; 1oaluese.
Do you bring1t? Yes. Youarea man, hesald; I go dash you

Ezomo gwegeluelese. Qnaise. Baro ?
Ezomo said ‘“Don’t dash him. Not enough.” Why not ?

Osege eha nosime ; omaisenalyaluelese ?

Tasks three which he does for me ; Not enough to dash for?

Ategawalgkpa arhilevalekuzebude
As they were speaking alone two men ran from Uzebu come
Ezqmo lare ; erhe ogiglowa : Ezqgmo lare. (nagaxia ;
Ezomo come ; fire burns your house; Kzomo, come. He went ;

ogide erhegiowa. Onawe 1winaga eluona
when he came, fire burnt his house. @~ He said: what can I do with

athy ? Ulegawu ; onadefierhe ; Lizomonagio.
all this?  he said he would die; he fell in fire; Ezomo burnt.
Inawevamkaivere ekbonele anawagienaxamoba:
Those two men who first came the time to-day; they send them tell
king :
Ezqgmogyuwa. Dagagilue ? “M” Boollue
Ezomo 1s burnt. What can 1 do? “ M7 What did he do
nonaciwa, ? Ezgmo qdowawagiq ; eagimemerQkpa ;
before he burnt? Ezomo met his house burning ; 1 have nothing ;

etinegawawu ; gnadefiecrhe; gnagiwa; EKmgaheme, lare;

=0 he died ; he fell in fire ; he burnt ; Emicaheme come ;
kelecaxia wogl Kzomo; emila, ¢we, oxoxq, ukmgqn,

from to-day on  you are Ezomo ; cattle, goats, fowls cloth,

inya, Uze;bu . {L]{(f:lli, 1.0a,\ 10 }'alu\\'E Z0N1a gan_
yams, Uzebu, 1vory, I glve; to sacrifice to Ezomagma.
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Ulueseu. Uzebuwaihia ukpome lyene, 1ya
Thank you. All Uzebu thank for me ; my mother, £o
ukpqme ; etemewalhia ukpgmoeme. Onagaxia,
thank for me all relatives thank for mme. He went,
onadosegwal ; olueseweghbeme. Obanagijviene,
he went to palace ; you do well for me. King gave him beads,

onaiukpone, gkeyemilane, onaiemihiane; onawewagalgzomo.

cloth, COWS, things of all sorts ; he said you “ eat ”
Ezomo.

I1IA. [Second Version.]

Emigaheme nithomalu ;
Emigaheme (things tire me which our company does];
okevievene ; ovionoba ; vigvename
he took four kola; he gave it to the king ;  hold this kola for me
edeniabemiku ; ageviobameyaluelimi.
day I go look for dash ; to take with me sacrifice to FElim..
onadokpa ; obanawele ; Qnawezomo ; hoemi ;
He buys cock ; the king said ; he said Ezomo; fine things;
. ’
nowighe noluwe. Kzgmo onawelehe onawele
who 1s strong does 1t. Ezomo sald all right ; he said
yamwjzlgare hegbo ; mwjzigare ; okegaxia ;
go bring murderer In forest ; bring murderer ; he went ;
0Seva ; orhievaxwe ; doxwe; kaxwe ; okexwe ;
he got there ; he took soap; come wash; wash first; he washed;
dovexwowe, Jjziga;  onarhievaxwe; okeyagaxwe ;
come wash yourself, murderer; he took soap; he went to wash ;
Onamwirl ; okegbalobo ; onarhiegarkdogigba ;
he took rope ; he tied his hands; he took him to Edo to the king ;.
obanagade ; ONawe : urenehi ? Jrene ;
king came ; he said : You have come ? I have come ;.
Imu ; 1MW uwegbo.  O!  okwiaxu.

I caught him ; I caught him 1nside bush. O! you are a man.

Obanawe  1yaluelese; Kzomo:  omase; onawele
King said I go dash him; Ezomo: notenough;  he said
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yamu one gurie;  onagaxla; okexwoka,
go bring crocodile to me ; he went ; he picked corn,

okemu, iku (inya) 1nya; okerhiema, wumwome ;
a9 279
he took it, = yam shavings, vams; he took fufu, he took soup;

okemumagaxia ; onaseze, onadomie
he took fufu and went ; he reached river, he came and saw

QZIgWE ; dogwame ; okegade, gnarhie 1yoko,
ferryman ; put me over ;  he came, he took him  in canoe,

okegagwe ; QWeZzZIoWE ; gkegone,

ﬂ

he crossed river ; he said to ferryman ; he saw crocodile,

okerhiggelomo, Quematoil ; Qnalaswone ;
he took spear of brass, spear of 1iron ; he shot crocodile ;

aleveva 0lyaswone ; okelegarielimi ;
he took all two, he shot crocodile ;  he followed it, went to elimz;

ona, Emigaheme, qkelele dosurugxQxqQ;  QXQXQ Qgnawe,
he, Emigaheme, followed it, wenttofowl gate; fowl said,

geya ; okeiya  gka; okelya NQXQXQ; Qnawe

I.,

“don’t go”; hetook corn; he took it  for fowl; he said
oblra, gaxia; odosogewe; okegwiku :
pass, go0 ; he came reached goat ; he took yam peelings ;

: 4 . v - 4 » S v S -~ r- o
1yanewe ; gnawewerhiene, gaxla. okegaxia;

)

took for goat ; he said, “ goat take go. he went ;

okedosowuke ; gnarhiema; rhiene; gaxia; tuxia?
he came to lame man ; he took yams ; take ; go ; Vou £0 1
tude ; okedomieiyengme; do, 1ve; do, owlme;
vou come back ? he came saw old woman ; hail, mother ; hail, son ;
la  lare, ownme;  warie; 1oielimi ; INIeOW] ;
walk come, son; wheredoyougo; I go Llime; take tortoise;
agawedlowe ; cedigwe ; rhiegwil rhneyoto ;
if they say * kneel,” don’t kneel; take tortoise put it on ground ;

dlgweniale ; walalu ; 1ISwone ;

kneel with it ; what are you going to do; I shot crocodile ;
(z.e., on 1t.)

orielimi : IXIalyamu ; garie; Qnaxla;  Qgegesu;
it went to Elimi; I go takeit; 00 ; he went; he saw Esu ;
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Esu  gnawe; warie ? 1idomwone ;
he sald ; where do you go ? [ come take crocodile ;

giedegbe ; udomu ; begwgsalobua ;
let day break ; you come take ; in the house of Osalobua ;

Edegiobe ocluwy,  Olokun, Oblame, Ake Owia,
when day broke, kings of dead, Olokun, Obiame, Ake, Ovia,

Igbagon, Ebohia, Ehiaketota begwasa.
Igbagon, all Ebo, all sat down in Osa’s house.

Osalobwa  kedore ; wagilu ? madohemqokpa ;
Osalobua came ; what do you do? we come hear one word;

olunanagade; gnawe; owime, bgoixi? ISWOne
C L 10
so we come now ; hesald; myson, whatisit? I shot crocodile

olagade ; olimagabwelede ; idomwe ; 1nawenitamuwa ;
he came ; so 1 now go for hin come ; 1 go take ; I say tell you ;

walhianayiko. Mahor ; agalwere ;
all you in the meeting. We hear; 1if they bring it;

ugalone ; lgalone ; alakiaza ;
you know crocodile I know crocodile ;  they go open store room;

onewull ; ¢hiavenadia, IMUWEWO ;
crocodiles two hundred ; all came, take your own;

Qnawagome njsal erema 1navignenihingre ;
he said mine which 1 shot 1S not here ; they brought seven
crocodiles ;

1yagQuoIe ; 1zurhueyeigkpa ;
I go look my own; I put white chalk on one side;

1yumewefgkpa ; e1ko. Mawagione ;
I put camwood on one side; “ All right.” We go send crocodile ;

%

Osalobwqwe ; gadeyuke ; walueseo;  gnagade ;
Osalobua said ; go to lame man ; 1 thank you all; he went ;

gkedosowiyengme ; lyenQme gqnawe: lele OWl1Ine ;
he camme to old woman ; old woman sald:  welcome my son ;

miokona rhiggl Ehenbuda ; rhionane ;
take this parcel take it to Ehenbuda ; give 1t (him) ;

onarhiegariedo ; goaladie, QnaIWwone ;
he took it and went to Edo; he went, he took crocodile ;
11. C
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Qnamwone newohia ; wamugeligha ;
he took crocodile and gave (it) to all town ; take to king ;
gnamugie ; okesedo; Qnawe : vaxanqba,
they took it go;  they reached Edo ; he said : go tell king
. “3 L T L Ll - - Ll 4
1rene ; Urene ? gbakegade ; Qleleko:
I have come ; You have come? king came; hLe: welcome, friend ;
okwiaxu ; 1caluese ; Ezomowe : geluese :
- < ’ . . L O 9
you are aman; I godash you; Ezomosaid: don’t dash him ;
dogemigkpa, nowelugigha.
go look one thing ; which you do for king.
Amiggrokedo; yamwere ; evixwedoyvenyal.
A bull 1s on Okedo; go bring it; he doesn’t let Edo women ¢o to
Enyai ;
Qnawe : 1x1a ; Qkesowa, oketameiye : Ivenawe
he said: I go; hLe went home; he told his mother; mother said
“M?” ogaxla ;  yamwere: okegaxia; okerhieovu.
“M?; 00 ; bring it ; he went ; he took ovu.
Onarhiumeyodume ; Onamugaxia ; okemiamigo ;
He took salt to beat 1t ; he took it and went;  lLe saw bull;
gnamaune ; angonagariol ; onarhiukboli :
he gave [ovu] to him ; the bull ate it ; he took a long piece ;
Qnasie ; gnaygade dosegwal ; QNawe :
he drew 1t ; 1t went reach palace ; he said :
watigbagumne ; imwe ; Imwerine : qobanadore
call king for me ; I caughtit; I have broughtit; king came
gnawe :  okwiauxi; 1oaluegse ; Olezomo  nalddia ;
he said vou are a man. I go dash you; Ezomo came ;
Qmailese ; arhievanabweledekuzebude gnawe erhe
not enough ; two men canie running from Uzebu ; they said fire
lawa, lare; onagaxia; ooidinowa
in your house, cole he went ; when he reached house
qQwaihlagiQ; ognawe : Qsoglanie, biagaluonahe :

all was burnt; he said; Oh, my enemy ; what I go do with this;

isetl ; alatamoba;  1mol Qdefierhe ; QU1Q :
I can’'t ; go tell king; he he fell into fire;  he burned ;
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ibiekale, inakewirie egbe  yatamgqbha: [2Q1021Q.
boys they went back to tell the king; Ezomo 1s burnt.
Obanawe :  ebg ; alkhokbo uhumere ema,
King said that’s it ; don’t trouble a person’s head, not good
Emigaheme;  uwgligtamlzgmo;  gnakpqme 0Oma ;
Emigaheme ; you I take as Ezomo;  he thanked ; persons ;
. ’ . . X7 * .« o
100, ewe, emila, gQxQxq, emi, ehia, ivie, ada,

cowries, goats, cattle, fowls, things, all sorts, beads, ada

ebe ; gnavigne ; okelegaxia ; wagagalezomagma ;
eben; he took and gave ; from to-day go you go “eat”™ Ezomagma ;

norjriri  Ezgmo, emila, ewé, gxqxq, agegavioyalue ;
whoever is Ezomo, cows, goats, fowls, people take sacrifice ;

b

QIavlore, egato WEZQINO ; nenawe ;

L

if they don’t bring he can’t last for Ezomo ; he said ;

olegiliezogmo, norgna  dosgle.
that is Ezomo, who lives till to-day.

LV.

Igifiemido, ehrainabioi ; alegamueleni (1nagahelene)?;

Igifiemido,® his father begot him ; when they were going to choose
name ;

onawagemwelinino ; Jgatobolimueli (1galugbemine);
he said don’t take name give me ; I choose name myself ;

gnawegi wagetilue (batieninuwe)? Onawe:  1nolegifiemido.
they said : what is your name?  he said : my name is Igifiemido.

Onakbaigbe;  gnagariogiso. Ogisonawewatue ;
3 ~ +
He stood up; he went to Ogiso. Ogiso said : what 1s your name ?

gnawengli Iagifiemido. Ogiso nawele :  uwufiermido ;

he said his name was Igifiemido.  Ogiso said to him,  you say you
don’t miss ;

t J.e., I don’t miss anything.
2 The words in brackets were substituted by another interpreter
with whom I revised the text.

C 2
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onawehele. Ogisonawele : edenedehingh
he said to him * yes.” Ogiso said to him: in seven days
dofimeg ; emlniogafi, ugasal,
come and shoot for me to see; the thing youshoot at, 1if you shoot it,
Qnawe: nigagwewalinlyeva ; gnawiimasal,
he said ; I will follow youdivide thingsintwo; hesaid if voudon’t hit,
ichewanobira, 1gbewangbiye.

I kill your father’s family, I kill your mother’s family.
Onawelehor. (Onanagariowa : oketamirhai ;
He said : he heard. He went home ; he told his father ;

oketamiye; olininagafiafiamo. Jjnanawele ;
he told his mother; so they were afraid. They said :
bagagilugnahe ? Inawele : omodauxi ;
What we go do for this? They saxd: you are a bad son;
inanamukpogo gkpainyugiame ; Inanariegobo ;
hey took cowries one bag and one ; they went to doctor ;
obokedobonina ; onawele, OWasowa,
doctor divined for them ; he said, when you get hone,
nukaifeie, gkpainyol ; okpanonioli,
peel arrows two hundred and one ; one that 1»mains over two
hundred ;
oyebaxwekwoli; enuyebaxwekwena '
take parrvot’s feather ; the one you put parrot’s feather 1
olufikicke. (Onanagariowa, 1nag1sowa
3 .| O O )
that you go shoot last. They went home, when they got home,
onadokunhabo, okedokaifeme Qkpainyql.
he came make bow, he made arrows two hundred and one.
Oledehino nadoghba onamuhabole, onawerhai
Seven davs correct, he took his bow, he said to his father,
Q110Z1S0. Erhal wiye jnahafiamo ;
he was going to Ogiso. Father and mother were afraid ;
(Onasogiso, Ogiso gkegpaihiameygxa.  Ogisonawele :
I1e reached Ogiso, Ogiso tied a bird on tree. Ogiso said :
cahlamenqruxulnuxani; ugasal

look at bird that is on top of that ocha ; if you hit
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IgwWeyagmeyeva ; u1nasal
I follow you divide things i1n two; if you don’t hit

lebewanobira, lebewangbiye.
kill you whom your father bore, Ikill you whom your mother bore.

Onaweleho. Onamuhabo; onagafi;  gnafifemuli;

He said : he heard. He took his bow; he shot ; he shot two hundred
arrows ;

gkpadonygqlt onarhiele ; onakole, onafie ;
one over two hundred he took 1t ; he aimed, he shot ;

okeyavahiamewe. Inawifeme  1nagadeoto  1nawaso;
3 2 B . 3 L
he hit bird’s breast. He and arrow  fell down; they shouted ;

Inawilikpiiii. Erhal wlye ahhowowa.
they answer: e e e e. His fatherr and mother hear at honie.

Oliyenadefiohai ; erhal owinewu ; okpia.
So miother fell into pond ; his father said he would die; a man

qguamiwliebele. Erhaikemudia; OValaMWwe ;
does not see what kills him.  His father stood ; so they took him ;

erhal okelage oviglewuhumu. Inanadomesowa ;

his father  went and saw his son on head. They bring him reach
house ;

Qnawlyemewo ; inawiyedefiohar ;

3 = T 3 3 ?

he said : where 1s my mother ; thev say mother is fallen in pond ;
\ s v v = . ) - - - Y3 XTEINT O

Quawe 1111871y1N0 ; o’ Ouiso kegwewalyeva ;

he said, they must go take mother out; soOgisoshared his property ;

QnalICNI0ZWesema.
he made him a new chief.

v

Boebose owilenomodaq sokmovene
3 y = T T T 1D5
Boebose sald she did not marry husband except Ogene

gnalyatua ; gnaku ; okedolema
he went saluted her ; he played ; she began to cook tutu

gkwelemjbiekale Qkweviewene. Doebosiye

she cooked fufu for Ogene’s boys  she gave four kola. Boebose’s
mother
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oriyane, ongrhieto owedorierinya

gave yams, gave to roast called her to turn yams
gnawide mawogene ; magaku ;

she said, “I don’t come we, Ogene, we play ;

wagloaku, tdiemi ? Onaxwemume

1f you play,

nunawemedorierinya
you call me to turn. the yams ;

you don’t want chop ?

onarhiunwawa,

She said, “ I am ashamed

gkerhiihig

she took a pot she took loofa

onagarieze onalaweze onagaxwe
she went to river she went Into river she washed
0glZeXWe 1ye 1magimio
where she stayed washing her mother [said] I don’t see
OWIIE ; gnabwele onawelaho onawegldiowa
= = = L = 20
my daughter ; she went she said I beg; Bobose said I don’t
comie home ;

X - o~ .

laho ide Iye Qwerleghe :
I beg; I don’t come. Her mother  said she was going back ;

Otamogene;
- - -
she told Ogene ;

Qoadiowa ;
she went home ;

laho yagarhielecume.
I beg vou; go, bring her to me.
Qnawe Boebose lahg
he said : Boebose I beg you,

Ogene narewuweze
s
Ogene, come 1nto the river;

oebose gkwes guenobo ;
3 3 L
Boebose caught Ogene by the arm ;

Joehose kedekoto ;
Boebose fell to the bottom ;

ouldenyawalgkpa

As soon as he fell with her

Ogene gkexie ezuzwehe;
Ogene became a fish fin ;

owlmewlnede ;

my daughter says I don’t come ;
Qggng qgisgze

Ogene when he was at the river

larewowa.
come home.

Boebosegwe
Boebose said :

Ocene kilaize

209
Ogene went mmto the river;
okweslelaweze.
she pulled him into the river.
[caught]
Ovengkwedenyale ;
(OOgene fell on the top of her;

oebose gkwexiehe;
Boebose became a fish ;
bekwielke.,
in the middle of her back.



EDO TEXTS. 23

VI

Ibhigkeha ; nQdionQro ; [mariemanemaxamede;
Three boys the head of them ; I eat fufu and have not got tired ;

. 1 %
nukpogieva, Imaluhenexamede ; nukpogiha,
the second, I have not copulated and got tired before; the third,

Imavenexamede ; 1nakezoma
I have not wrestled and tired before ; they send a man

naxanoglso: maladotar ; Ilnakemweghe ;
to tell Ogiso;  we go salute him ;  they then sit down still (silent)

gkweylevewinagaxia lnaglseva
he gave them kola, they went out [with Ogiso]; when they get there

1natamogiso tinadotoln Ogisokeyevenenina;
they tell Ogiso they salute him Ogiso gave them four kola ;

onanena wowagwalu? gkpanaladia [mnavenexamede ;
< o < 3 S 3
he asked them what can you do? one came out Imavenexamede ;

. X . . . x .
noglevaladia ; Imariemaxamede nogihaladia
the second came ; Imariemaxemede the third came

Imaluhexamede ; Ogiso nawe leho; gokwevibigk ul,
Imaluhexamede; Ogisosays hehears; hetook boys two hundred,

qQkwevieyoto ; okwevibiekixwo uli;
he made them sit down ; he took girls two hundred ;

okwevievoto ; gnalusugbema, uli
- 9 L’ -
he made them sit down;  he cooked fufu mortars, two hundred ;

gnaleyoto; Ogiso kexa: Edomadogoiyaviogor 1nanawe :

he put it down; Ogiso saild: each man take his own ; they said:
made: inanagadiole ; okutakpa  oyegldigbii;

they come; they went into the town: stone one, [big, big], very big;
qQrole Imaluhengxamede wemyekianyale

it was in the town; Imaluhenexamede he took his penis knock

it [the stone]
okutakeva ; Imariemalgxamede, gkweviokutale
stone in two ; Imariemalexamede, took stone, eat

Imavenexamede okemakpanya erangxwa;  gngqrole;
Imavenexamede  took ankle knock tree big; it wasinthetown
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erangxwakedé; Imariemanexamede okwerhierale.
big tree fell ; Imariemanexamede took, picked tree up, ate it.
Imaluhengxamede  gkwevibigkixwo, gnarhigkpawo
Imaluhenexamede took the girls, took one of them
gkerhiegboto, gnahuele; okwewu okewerigkpa;
put her on ground, he had her; she died ; he took one again ;
okewehuele, okwewu ; okwehuli :
he took her and had her, she died ; he took two hundred ;
chiakewulo ; Ogisonatu; onawebiekada INaxi ;

all died ; Ogiso shouted ; he said, boys bad these are;

Imariemanexamede okwekoboryema gkwediefo kokmakuwawa
Imariemanexamede took fufu ; he ate finish, plate and pot
together

okwedigfo ; lmavenexamede gkwevibiekani gnarhieokpawo:
he ate it all; Imavenexamede took boys those, he took one of

them ;
QUWeVve ; okemwegboto okwewu ;
he took and wrestled ; he put him down then he died ;
okwemailna; ehiakewulo; 1yengme okere : Qnawe
“1 3 -1 “1 L . L
he took all ; they all died ; an old woman went then; she said
Inaluhengxamede doluhe ; 1yenoimekelovie ;
Imaluhenexamede come, have me; old woman lay down ;
Imaluhengxamede onadenyale; onahuele ;
Imaluhenexamede fell on the top of her; he had her;
ovizehuele ekiakesoluxgn  onalecahuele
21O 9 o T “ Tt~ O 9
when he kept on copulating  his penis reached navel he had her ;
ckiakesoleho onaavevahuele ekilakeladiawunu :
T = -1 ~ - 3 9 -
penis reached throat he had her ; penis cane 1m mouth ;
Osalobwa keladia OnALCNa : boxi 2 ONAWE
Osalobua came he asked them : what 15 1t!? he saild :

Imaluhenexamede 1lohuiyengume;
L N
Imaluhenexamede 1s  having connection with old woman ;

Osalobwagnasie ¢kiaithiuhere ; Osalobwonarhiopia ;
Osalobua pulled penis from vulva out ; Osalobua took cutlass ;
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Qnalya hikia; okweglaleyoto Xjre  Xpe;
he went  cut penis;  he cut it there on ground  small  small;
onaglauhe xjre xjre; onatijkwia; gnawgdorikia ;
he cut the vulva small small ; he called men ; he said : come take
penis ;
nokarhie, ONIQrogaga onehie ;
hrst took it, he got continual erection he got no children ;
1kwianarijkia ; okwekoviexire ; anmelkerho :
men took penis; then remained a little ; rain falls then ;
oebekiaryole ; noelyarhie nioleklanowu ;
it beats penis in the town; who goes take he gets penis which dies;
onatixwo adoriuhe ; nokarhie
[Osa] called women “ Come and take wvulva”; first took 1t
oniolabosa onebie 1xwonagariuhe,
she got atresia ; she bore no children ; women took the vulva,
gkekoviexire ; amekerho ; ochboheyole ;
there remained a little ; rain fell then ; it beat 1t 1n the town ;
nogiyarhie, nigoilagbite.

who takes it, she gets a rotten vulva.

VII.
Ibigkeha, erinawu ; iakedolele ; eTINa,
Three boys; their father died; they went buried him; their father
eI oX . Inagileline inakegwalowuvweke;
had no property. When they finished burial ?  they saw hole in the
wall ;
inananigehs ; inakedogale ; edeglobe,

they saw three cowries; they wentand shared them ; when day broke,
nQdignorho okweriQgol ; Qgoriekl ; onalyvade
eldest of them took his own; went to market; he went to buy

emieka ; okwerladeyowa ; iniavenukpogieva,
agidi ;  he bought and brought home ; they together, the second,
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Inakeriol ; Inana mwebell; [nanamunenexere; — yamufwa ;
they ate it ; they take leaf ; they give to small (one); go, throw it

away ;
nexeregisekyekowa, okweraibe, qooviexerewuwele ;
= I B ~ < 978 S

when small boy got back of house, he opened leaf, he saw small inside;

olarhyjle ; Jnanadegele ; Inanatiele ; okwegade;

he took, ate it; they watched him ; they called him ; he went ;

. . X - e
inanamweghboto ; inanaghé ; okwegavie ;
they put him on ground ; they beat him ; he began to cry ;

inakesolal : gokweyalota ; onarh19go1g100
they left him ; he went and sat down ; he took his own money ;

qnarhiegarieki ; ou1sekl ; onaladenowo;
he took 1t and went to market; when he got to market; he bought meat ;

gnarhiegadeowa; gnadogiale okwetietigle; wadorhiemiowo:

he took it home ; he cut 1t he called his come and take
brothers ; meat ;
Jnanagade ; Inanatota  Inanarhiemiowo; ¢gwikere,
they came; they sat down took meat ; tortoise came,
egwinatota; egwinagale, agmeto; OWINagariowa ;

tortoise sat down ; tortoise ate, agidi was done ; tortoise went home;

Qnalatamogiso, onawebiekaneha, gwinagbohua ;
he went tell Ogiso, he said : “ Three boys, he said, they killed
sheep ;
owinagbele. Ogisonawe omata ?  Ogisowadzqma,
thev killed and ate 1t.” Ogiso said ““Isit true ¢” Ogiso sent a person
yatinare ; Inakere ; Ogisonanena  wagbohua ?
to go and call them ; they came; Ogiso asked them ‘ Did you kill
a sheep ?”
-T- . . _ _ . - 3 4
Nodignorq, owulemagbe ; nukpogieva
the eldest of them sald, he did not kill 1t ; the second
owulemaghe ; nexere onawelecgbe ;
sald, he did not kill it ; the small one sald he killed 1t ;
gnawegwilodior  Ogisgnawe  amiggwl; agemegwl ;

he sald tortoise ate it ; Ogiso said catch tortoise; catch tortoise ;
(let them)
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CEWINAWE onalefioha, onagaxia; Qkedidewo
tortoise sawd ; he was running to bush, he went; he went toanother

country

onawatiko; onawado ; owukosalexi

he said * Call meeting”; he saluted them ; he saild he was Osa’s
messenger ;

Osalobwa wedo ; oweniedglole ewonall ;
Osalobua says he salutes|[you]; he said let them look this country;

Qnawe 1nalyuhi, Qowagainye
he said, let them make law, that if a man passes faces,

amnyegbe ; QwunwegariQma, A1EXWE ;
he does not strain ; le said when mosquitoes bite man, don’t driveit
Away ;

owagarlema awaituehie ;
he said. when man chops fufu it 1s forbidden to draw in breath for
pepper ;
Qnawe: wagaluydion 0gwa, ? ewonawehe;
he said ; when they sacrifice to Idion does it talk ? country said “no” ;

gnawelaxwe ; walalema, nileyalujdiQn ;

he said “ Day after te-morrow go cook fufu, let him cook sacrifice to
Idion ;

ewonawinahol ; QNAWEWO wozukonino ;
country said they heard ; he said to country send messenger for him ;

leryane ; legainylgbe wagbelenoa; lemainyigbe ;
if he goes to stool ; if he strains  kill him  if he did not strain;
walewukosalexi legariema
know he is Osa’s messenger ; if he chops fufuy,
negatwehie wagbilenwa
if he draws his breath for pepper, you must kill him
lematwehie wale ukuosalexi;
if he does not draw breath for pepper  know he is Osa’s messenger ;
1nakezofioto lele ; g1Seva, ;
thev sent bush rat for him when he reached there;
gnawelelane : onadjgle ;
-3 L M -1 ~

he said he was going to defaecate; he squatted down ;
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gnawqfioto ; owako okpanorewona ?
he said to bush rat ;  he said “ako (fruit) one is in this country ?’
lewo ofiotonawe; orho. Okuexa;  owakoni
L L 3 L 3 ’ .
It's in the country ratsaid; it was. He spoke ; he said that ako
QgWOogamo ; QWOLIWO :
he said, when 1t gets seed; he =<«aird 1t 1s brown;

irhieee
proper (secondary meaning, straining at stool; onomatopeeic)
okweyonine ; gnagade ; Quisole :
he was able to pass feeces; he went; when he reached the town,
1mwekegariol ; gnawofioto owemillokpa
mosquitces bit him; Le said to bush rat he said “one cow
NOTEWONa, ; gfuatama ; ¢xwoxwima; gnalawa ;
lives 1 this country ; 1t is white here ; black here”; he went home ;
onatiofioto ; gnawelaho onawetoto
. L . L L ) - !- L
he cail bush rat; he said “I beg” he said “dig ground,”
garealuydion ; Qwinegasewane, owlneoitiydion;
go to Aluidion ; he said when he reached there, he said, when they

call idion ;

owekwenie ; owlinewole, newole,
he said “answer”; he said let the country know, let the town know,

ukosalexi ? ofioto nawehe,  ofiotonatoto
3 L “1 -3 L L
Osa’s messenger he 1s? rat said al: right, rat dug
arigguedlon ;  onatotawa; okwerlgega ; orhiene,
go to Oguedion ; he sat down ; he took brass bells; he tock and
cave ;
ewonadomeina ; onariQewed1oi ; emadolue :

this town went took fufu; went to Oguedion ;  to sacritice fufu ;

eowinatijdion ; ofioto  kexwdonie ; buwuvu ;
=X = " L 2. >
the tortoise called 1idiom ; 1at answered ; out of hole ;
. ’ . ~ . v . . X ) ™ ’ .
ewonikegogo ; eowlnamwenna ; 1dionmaie ;
country was glad ; the tortoise took fufu; 1dhion take ;
CIWINAMWVeImowo ; jdignmie ; onavigkwuvu

the tortoise took meat ; 1d1on, take ; he put 1t 1nside hole
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ofiotonaro ; onairiQlowo ; egwinakba ; gnagadie-
rat took 1t ; he took the meat ; tortoise got up; he went

QUISOWa onadogariemant; ONEareminowo ;
he reached home ; he went and ate the fufu; he ate the meat ;

gnadinole ; onawewonelukoisa
he went to town ; he said to town he was not Oisa’s messenger
ohogeleta; ¢lale  fiwoha; a1mnaglimiol.

he hed ; he ran 1nside bush ; they did not see him.
VIII.
Osagbiginea ; Omexweha ; Osarhualu ;

Osa begot three children ; he married three wives ; Osa shut his eyes

[ became blind]

Odeve; edokpa Ugbogiulimi ohamegbé ;
he got big scrotum ; one day Ugbogiulimi was hungry
gnaxwosikpalo; osikpalonale Osalobwa, mudia,
he ran after a lizard ; izard ran Osalobua, was standing

wole ; Os1kpalonalegbene ; onawelaho ;
in the town; the lizard stayed with him ; he said “ 1 beg” ;
owegyughbogiulimjgbinele ; nihranwalo ;
he said 1if Ugbogiulimi does not kill and eat himn ; let me open eyes
|of Osal ;
Osanawehe Osanameyiwukpon ; Osanamudia,
Osalobua said all right Osalobua put 1t in his cloth ; Osalobua stood
Ugbogiulimikewere ; QNa,wosa laho ; 1gsikpalo
Ugbogiulimi came ; he said to Osa “1 beg”; let him take
nirihjle njlesieleve ; Osanawehe ;
hzard to eat (%) ; let him dry scrotum ; Osa said all right ;
Osana . riowo ; quativiele ; onatiaingle ;
Osa went away ; he called his sons ; he called his wives ;

wagengkpa ;  Osikpalo lere; nugbogiulimi  gegbino;
look at one word; lizard ran came; let Ugbogiulimi not kill him ;
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niehrainalo nenarhiiwukmon; Ugbogiulimi kewere;
let him open eyes so I put him for cloth ; Ugbogiulimi came then ;

gnaweme laho nirhie Osikpalowile ;
he sald to me “I beg” let him take lizard to eat;

niesineve ; onawamole ; wagwayo : 1viele,
let him dry scrotumi;  he said to wives:  talk toit;  to his sons,

wagwalo : 1viglenawe ; urhalo ? elogmase ;
talk ; sons sald ; you don’t open eyes? that’s better ;

. X Y o

amole ; ugheve ? elomase. Qnagle ;
his wives ; you don’t kill scrotum?  that’s better. = He laughed ;
gnawe : dgmadogor elgsimigeor emosjmalo, 1xwosimyekia;
hesaid: each one save his own sonssaveeyes, wivessave penis ;

Qnawoma gnazgsikpalobo osikpalo gkedorhalo :
he said “ good ” he dropped lizard lizard came and opened his eyes ;
Ugbogiulimi gkwedosieve gnalevalene :
Ugbogiulimi came and dried scrotum  he gave to those two chop ;
Ugbogiulimi okwearie ; Qwalyeml nosikpalo ;
Ugbogiulimi went his way ;  he gave something to lizard ;
okearie ; gvase.
then he went ; there 1t reaches.
(z.e. finis)
IX.
Omenell WQX0XWONa ; gnaxamehra :
Omeneli was a girl; she said to her father:
owunelogmodo ; okedosiwu ;
she sald she did not marry husband ; she came and got marks ;
Qoikpe atelenekpea ; ukobakere

when it was finished they said three years; king’s messengers came

jnanamwewe ; oteemeneli qnaladia ;
they caught goat ; Omeneli’s relative [brother] came ;
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wagemu oxamukobawedio;  ukgbanawegainyale ;
“don’t catch 1t” he said to messengers so; messengers said “ Whose
1S 1t ¢”
gnawe  ggomenell ; ukgbanawetielere ;
he said it is Omeneli’s;  king’s messengers sald : call her to come ;
awoxawiQnagarie gkwitielere ; Omeneli  gnatwina ;
the boy went he called her to come ; Omenel1 saluted them ;

1

1nadegell Jnanarhunu ; Omeneli nawe

L

they looked at her they opened mouths ; Omeneli sald

wagemwewe Jjnanawenahoi ; Jnanasewela ;
don’t catch goat ; they said they heard ; they left the goat ;

Jnanariedo ; JjnanaxamgQba  Jnanawoxoxwo,  Qkpa,
they went to Edo ; they told king they said ‘““a girl, one,
ninanmue ; omgseghe ; oba ; yarhie ;
which they saw ; very fine” ; king ; go bring her;
urhielgme ; gbanawehe;  gQbanamwegbe
you take her and marry her;  king said all right ; king got ready

gnamwakpata ; Qnamugegbe; gnagaxia; Qglseva
he took akpata; he took mirror; he went;  when he got there
gnatuol Omenelr gketuor ; Omenell gnarhiele
he saluted her; Omeneli1 then saluted him; Omeneli took him
lawa ; gnakaoko; mune ; Qnalyeve ; 11e
inside house ;  she filled pipe; takeit; she took kola;  four
Qnavigne ; gnavievene ; gnavioyiba ;
she gave to him; she gave him kola ; he put 1t on seat ;
Jnana.aku ; gnakba; ne, Omengh, gnalalema ;
they played ; she got up; she, Omenelly went to cook yams ;
gnamure ; onadatiol gba; lare ;
she brought them ; she called to king; come ;

jnadorhiema ; gnawinele ; awoxanl gnagavie ;
they came, took yams ; he said he would not eat ; the girl cried ;
Qnamwema ; gnaimuhi ; Jnanagaku ;
she took the yams ; she put them away ; they played ;
gnagakpata ; awoxanikeagele ; gbanakpa
he played sansa ; the girl then looked at him ; the king got up-
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Onawuneriowa ; gnawawoxani ; doswino ;
he said he was going home ; he said to girl ; come, lead him ;

Omenelr onawehe ; onagasue ; QglzZesue ;
Omeneli said all right ; she went ahead ; when she led him ;

Qseze ; Qnawuneriowa ; evanamugegbe ;

he reached river ; she said she was going home ; there he took
MIrror ;

gbanamugegbe :  gnawemie; onagele ; gnawele
king took mirror; he said: take; she looked at it; he said to her

unmwadegowa ? Omeneli onawele degeli ;
you don’t see house? Omeneli saidd to him she saw it ;

onagasue : QU1Zesue ; onawen-
she led the way ;  when she led him [kept ahead], she said to him

Iriowa ;  Qbananamugeghe ; gnamune ; Omeneli
3 7 s
I go home; king took mirror ; he gave (it) to her ; Omeneli

okevell ; gnawele ; umadegowa ?
looked at 1t; he said to her; you don’t see the house?
Omenell  ¢nawele elohoge gnalyegasue ;
Omenel1 said to him, he did not lie  she began to lead him on ;
Qolzesue Qnawiniriowa onamugegbe ;
when she kept ahead  she said to him: I go home he took mirror;

gnawemile, gqnagele, gnawele ; umwadegowa, ?
he said, take, she looked, he said to her ; you don’t see the house ?

Omenell Qna“_zglohogl; Qnagasue, qdosuesedo ;
Omeneli said he did not lie;  she led him,  she went led him reach

[to] Edo;
onarhielelawa ; Omeneli  gnagavie onarhiele
he took her home ; Omeneli cried he took her

onamole ; ngokagwe ; gniogarhievale grhune;
he (gave her) to lus wife ;  first ; she took chop she gave to her;
gwinoell ; onagavie onagado okweunwele,
she said I don’t eat ; she cried she got ary skin  she said to her,

olowale, malaxamgqba; Omenelr omarhiema,
nistress, we go tell the king ; Omeneli does not take fufu,
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Qgavie,  Qbanawe lehol qQtielere ; Qkwere ;
she cries, king saild  he heard  he told to come;  she came ;
Qglseva, Qbakegele ; qdo1; bemata ;
when he was there, king looked at her; she'sdry; true, true;
mqQbanaxamale gadie; ¢nagadie QEISOWA, ;
king said to her go ; she went when she got home ;
ehraiwiye 1NagegQ ; akedolema ;
her father and mother they were glad; they came and cooked fufu ;
jnanamune ; gokwele ; edegighe
they brought it and gave to her; she ate 1t; at daybreak
ehraideugbo 1ye Qrieze ; lokpa
her father went to farm her mother  went to river ;  she alone
Qrowa ; gnatota ; QO1yage ;
was at home ; she sat down ; when she went to look :
yagawoxgkpa ; odeé ; Qg1s1neva gnatuoi
went to look one boy; he came;  when he got there he saluted
awoxani; oviugwena; Qnasuawoxanl obo
the girl; he was a poor boy ; she took boy’s hand
gnakaokone ; gnalyeve 1ng ; Qvione ;
she filled pipe and gave 1t ;  she took kola four; she gave to him
jnana . aku; Qnawuwe legalome ;
they copulated ; she said “ You I am going to marry
axamawoxanil awoxanjnawehe ; jnana . aku; 1ye
she told the boy the boy said all right ; they copulated ; mother
okezere ; ehral okugbore ; Qnatamiye ;
came from river ; father  came from farm ; she told mother
tamehrai; awoxana, glinegalgme ; 1nawehe ;
she told father; boy, she said 1 marry him; they said all right ;
edegimu, Quawawoxani; Jnalakbo ; Jnalovie;
day dark, she said to boy ; they go to bed ; they slept ;
Jnana . aku ; edegligbe ; jnalyaxwe ;
they copulated ; at daybreak ; they went to wash ;
noxwonl okwedia ; okwie use lawa ;
the girl menstruated ; she came home for five days

I1. D
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ooilawa gnawe  1ku; onagahame ;
when he was in the house she said 1 played; she became pregnant ;
ocehame okedobae, okwia ;
when she became pregnant she bore a child, male ;
okwexl mawoxamia ; onilolamenolome
she became the boy’s wife ; this 1s the wife that he married
wagmoiia.

for this world.

A
Okwigkpa, oviugwen, okwedeve ;
Man one, poor man, had Eve (big scrotum);
omamiengghbele nalyalimigh
he saw no one to kill it for him he went to beg doctor
nocheleve ; QwenQmuglaniere ;
let him [to] kill his Fwe; he said bring five shillings cowries ;
owlneme ; gbonawegadie ; gQnagavié, gnagarie,
he said he had not got it ; doctor said “go”; he cried, he went,
Qg1SOWa gnakuhabo  onakaifeme uli;
when he got home he took bow, he took arrows two hundred ;
onakwoli ; ona. arioha agi1soha
he feathered them ; he went to bush ; when he got to bush ;
Qgole ; Qnasaii ; onamu onagadiowa
he saw a rat: he shot 1t ; he took 1t he went home
C1SOWa, ; aodotoi; okeadio] ; evewefiane ;
when he got home; he roasted it he ate it; Eve said cut for him ;
Qnaweve ; lecafianwe ugakpa bekilo ?
he said to £ve; if he cut for yonu  you come down from his penis ?
evenawehe ; Qnaweve nefianwe ; adeviche
Evesaid no;  hesaid to £Ave: 1 don’t cut for you; at daybreak
gnagarioha ; Qgisoha; oobotail ;
he went to bush; when he got to bush; he killed squirrel ;
onaweve, miuhabo muyagbe onawehe Qnawe

he said to Eve, take bow take, kill he said “no? he said
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ukeineno milagariggolr  evenawe lolue;
“you ask him” when he ate his own KEve said he didn’t mind him;
gkemaotin; Qnagariowa, QUISOWa, Qt01,
he took squirrel ; he went home when he got home he roasted it,
gkegariol; evenawefiane; QNawero ;
he ate 1t ; FEve said : cut for me ; he said there’s no more ;
leveyagheboha ; uwolal ; legiobe ;
he said to Eve, go, kill in bush ; “you don’t go”; when he killed ;
eba, uwunefianwe adeviche onamuhabo;
“now”  you said, *cut for you,” at daybreak he took bow ;
evemie,  yagho tarl evenawehé evenamuhabo
Eve, take go, kill 1t, come back ; FEve said all right Eve took bow
eveture begkiale; evena . arioha; eveglisoha,
Eve came down from his penis; Eve went to bush ; when Eve got to bush,
yaguzo evesal uzolele ; Qrie ;
he went and saw wuzo Lve shot UzZo ran ; he went :
evenariubolyunu; gnatu ; ona.adiowa ;
Eve put hand to mouth; he shouted ; he went home;
Qg1S0Wa gtamokwiani;  gnagatiheve edegiobe
when he got home he told man; man cursed Eve  at daybreak
gnaktuhabomo gnawevexlamau eder1o ;
man took bow he sald to Eve he was going same day ;
evelalkiane: 1amu nalalugbatfi ; ona . axlia
Eve went to penis: gotake let us go hunting; he went
1nagiseva; oryagbgtaii ;  akuesai gnalamu;
when they got there; he killed squirrel; he shot it he went take it;
mufiekbo ; Qg1zexla, glyagaxlame Qnasal
he put 1t for bag ; as he went,  he went look bird he shot
okweyamu gmufiekbo ona . axia olyagotan
he went take it put it in bag, he went saw squirrel
gtaiithierha onafié Qsal ginehra
squirrel climbed tree;  he let ly he shot when he was the tree
gtaniagbina, onaweve ukpalggbe bekino,
squirrel struggled ; he said to Eve  you too big  for his penis,

D 2
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€gy1Inol 1yaxiuxumau ; ture niehiels ; evewehe
you don’t let him climb up; go down let him climb; ZEve said no
gnawelaho otanyekagbe, kevahiame kewqQna
he said: I beg  squirrel that I first killed, and bird and this

legavionwe evenature Qnaweve hiele
he goes give you ; FEve came down he said to Lwve climb 1t
oyamure ; evenawinenelal ; Qnaweve laho

go bring it ;  FEwe said he would not go ; he said to Eve I beg,

ugarene; lesekbo,  gniagamweh noma egidecelue.

if you go he gave bag, he goes put you that man does not see you.
give ;

evewehé evenalhiele oxumwerhani ; o1seva,
Fve said all right  Ewve climbed  up the tree; when he got there,
omgotai omutiwa ; okwiani gnarhiuhabo
he took squirrel he threw it down ; the man took bow
gnalasal evenagaltu;  gnavesal 1femulini

he shot FEve saluted; he shot £ve the two hundred arrows

Onalasal ; onamotan;  gnagadiowa QO1S0Wa
he teok, shot ; he took squirrel; he went home when he got home

gnadotol, o¢na . arioi ; goidieneg ; gnawineya 1tugbo
he roasted 1t, he ate 1t ; when he finished it ; he said he was going
to salute doctor.

01s0wQbo onawedo ; gekino;
when he reached the doctor’s house he saluted him; look his penis;
umievewo ? obowehe ; obonawele
you see f[iwve anywhere ? doctor sard no ; doctor said to him
gaghe? QWINOol ; gtobole; gobonawele ;
who killed it ? he said he did ; himself ; doctor said to him ;
QUOTONE ; onogadiowa QUISOWa
he was glad for him ; he went home when he got home
onarhiopia ; onari¢ckencle ; Qolseva ;

he took cutlass he went to that place; when he got there;

Qtolumu Qweve ostamekwa ; onawehm
he looked up he siud Lvei1s dropping water down; he said “hm”
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Qnawerlio evemasetiagwa evekekaka; qkwexiakilame
he said “so?” Lre can’t talk  Eve 1s dry; 1t 1s ant’s nest
1yeva ; gniogilokilame lamiewihra kedogade.

that was there ; this 1s ant’s nest  in same tree  from that day.

umalemedewn.
story falls down dead.

AL
Otaf odiedinovie ; omwerhurhumu
Squirrel ate palm nut which was ripe;  he put his tail;
InyalmiQmavie ; novie Qyotan nomavie
he got one that was not ripe ; the ripe one squirrel got the unripe
gyotaf jkpedigkpa nig[ue] ulomaro ; otai
one squirrel got ; one palm nut [lived] in Ulomoro ; squirrel
gdiolifgkpa ; uxqro qdiglifokpa ; nokel ; 1yenome

ate part one ; uchoro ate one part; what remained old woman
okwerhiels ; adole ; ovukolh ovuwawa
took it ; she cooked it ; fill two hundred calabashes fill pots
uli; exerel onazienl entkewu ;
two hundred ; the refuse  held the elephant ;  elephant died ;
ukpabo okex1oi ; oryadqvie, Oiyamiyoha.
the lamp o1l she sold; took buy slave, she went took pledge.

Umalemegdew.
My story falls down dead.

XII.
Oxwgkpa tiel Ido; ehral tiel Omoza
A woman was called Ido ; her father was Omoza
owunelomqdo ; 1vialamoha

she said she did not marry a husband ; the children of animals
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uzoya, owinenqme, erhue, es, ede,
u#zo went, shesaid she did not marry; eruhe, bush pig, hartebeest,
enti ; owinenQme Inana . aninye ;
elephant ; she sald she did not marry they begged her ;
ikwi ; udi gnaweme, 1galvo, memorhigle ;
I don’t agree ; palm tree sald, I, I will go, I take her;
ohogota ; onamwegbe ;  okedorhukmor ; okezeto ;
“you lie”; he got ready ; he took cloth ; he did his hair ;
0na . axlia; Qo1Seva, onawido ; wedorhie ;
he went; when he got there he said to Ido; you, I come take ;
walyamelu ? 1galomo ; memelomuwe ?
What you take me do ? “I marry you” ; “You marry me ?”
umalgmeme geglrioflomoil ; gegekpolowa.
“1f you don’t marry me; don’t eat palm oi1l; don’t sweep house.”
% % . . %, * ~
Onawe igalomo ; Imetiwahligmon; nigaiyowekpolo ;
She said ; I will marry; I can’t forbid oil; let me take broom,
sweep ;
onarhiegarie ; okedosowa ; onatota ; Qnawe
she took it and went; she went home; she sat down: he said
onagarhiehi ; magerhie ; gnavaiko ;
he would keep her ; let them not take her ; he cut his belly
onalalo ; umalemedewu.

she went inside ; my story falls down dead.

XIII.
Emel’ Og1s0 emenawe, otionewu ;
Monkey to Ogiso monkey said, his brother was dead ;
onawQgiso, laho, 1hiyalele ; rhiekebeme ;
he said to Ogiso, I beg you, I go Lbury himy;  give me rump;
njrhiogqlo yoto ; bwamebo (Iisago) ;
let me put wmy tail down ; “go to servant, to my wife?”

[2.e. Lbago]
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amebowe : bwoviygwe ; Ogisowoviugwe :
ervant said : go to poor man ; Ogiso said to poor man :
oviugwe, laho ; tiekebeme
oor man, I beg you; |monkey says]; give me rump
nirhiogglonwe ; 1yalgteme ; oviugwinawinehoi ;
let me give youmy tail ; I go burying brother ; poor man said I
hear ;
gnarhiine ; Qna . axia ; gkeriogolone noviugwe.
he gave 1t to him ; he went ; he gave his tail to poor man.
Qglseva ; Jnana .alele.  KEsago gnawoviugwe ;
When he got there; they buried him. Esago said to poor man ;
bogilue ? onawogglo, olologoi ;
What are you doing? he said *tail, it hurt him;”
Qnawaxamemegade ; emenagade ; okesowa,
he said ‘“ Tell monkey to come ;” monkey came; when he got to the
house,
Qnawewoxi ? Rhiekebemegume ;
he said “ What is it ? [poor man] Bring my rump to me ;
tagjolieme ; Qnawehe, dgmanog]glo ?
they laugh at me ;” he said “all right, who laughs at you ?”
Esago; 1hoi ; onarhiekebe ; quarhiyoto ;
‘“ Esago” ; “1 hear ” ; he took rump ; he put down;
gnamielogqlo ; QnawenQxinya;
he took tail from him ; he |monkey] said turn into yams;
[to tail]
oklxinya, gkedotol ; Qnawoviugwe ;
1t turned into yams, he roasted them; he said to poor man ;
gxaguhumova. Esagonagade ; oviugwe,  bogilue ?
he said “you get fever.” Esago came; poor man, what are you
doing ?
uhtungvile ; rhinyaname ; nirhijle ;

“He gets a fever”  “give me the yam”;  *“I take it and eat it”;
rhijle onarhijle ; Qnawemqoglo,
“ take it and eat?” he took it and ate ; |monkey] he said “ tail,

Egesago ; onarhiekebe QnaviQnoviugwe ;
Esago gets” ; he took rump he gave 1t to poor man ;
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onavieyeku ; Onawesago : bogilue ?
he put 1t for hips; he [monkey]said to Esago: What are youdoing?
onetoluhe ; onawagolono ; gnawehe ;
he scratches his rump; he said his tail ; he said all right;
okewoviugwe elomogolo; x1amu; Inabogiso;
then he said to poor man  he has got tail; goon; they went to
Ogis0 ;
QI1ISevVa, | Ogisonawe bukmon; ogkedobukmgfi;
when they got there; Ogiso said  loose cloth ; he loosed his cloth ;
QgIoOVIUgWE | gkbweroluhe
when he saw poor man ; he had no tail on his rump
Qnawesago ; kwewomogolo ; Esacobukmoii ;
L x Ly RN § -, <
he said to Esago: ‘“you said he had a tail” ; * Esago, loose cloth?”;
okebukmon gigegolalo, Oglsonawem wesago,
he loosed cloth when he saw his tail, Ogiso said “Take Esago,
muboto ; akefial ;
put him on the ground?”; they cut him (his head off)
Qnawoviugwe wolgalesago ;
he saild to poor man “Go eat Esago [take Esago’s place”]
gnawehe ; gnaweatota gnaviemlesago ;

he said “no”; he said “ go, sit down” he took Esago’s property ;

Qnavionoviugwe ; umalemedewu.
he gave 1t to poor man ; story falls down dead.

XIV.
Oviugwe ; ehraibio; ; ehralmemai ;
L P N L P—
A poor man ; his father begot him ; his father got things;
1yemenml OINWAa, ; okeyamigmame ;

his mother got things he grewup; hecopulated another man’s wife;

nonyame, owuhamwino;  eginenole, ehraieiwu
who got the wife, said he feared ; he did net ask, his father died
lyewu ; okwelele ; olchrai ;
and his mother ; he buried them ; he buried his father



nomielame ;
who owned wife ;
eleQoiye ;
property of his mother ;

ecimigwale 1le ;
he did not see food to eat;
Qnagavie;  Qnarhiopia

he cried ; he took cutlass

qdele,
he tied

ofiri,
he cut rope,

Qwinelawu ;
bhe said he wanted to die ;

glyagosalobwa ;
he looked at Osa ;

Iememi
“ He had nothing”

ketl,

thino,  xjre, X]re,
geven, small, small,
eminudege ; ooalofe

thing you look ;
qtigye

when he shoots

yagofe ;
and saw a rat;
yagotin ;
and saw squirrel;

Qna . axla;
he went on ;

omavale ;
he missed ;

Qtigye,
when he shot,

Qnagaxia ;
he went on ;

onadonoole ;
L L
he came and asked him ;

it,
orhieyurhu ;
put 1t round neck ;

Osalobwanaw¢ :
Osalobua said :

‘““stop, he gets things.” Osalobua

he gave to him

1t will be rat

gnawehé ;
L
he said “all right”;

Qligye

when he shot

grhigkpawo ;
he took one;

QX1eXIre ;
he went small small ;

there remained four sticks

QX1eXI1re ;
he went small small ;
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efeyqoihrai ;
property of his father;

okweyaxale ;
he took 1t and settled palaver;

yahiegbe ;
to cover body ;

emiukimorl
he did not see cloth

gna . arioha.
went to bush.

O)g1soha
When he got to bush

oduxumu ;
up above ;

onahiele
he climbed 1t

Qgoto,
he looked at grouund,

ture ; wolue ;
come down ; what are you
doing ?2”

Osalobwa ¢@nagierha,
cut wood,

Qoamenil.
onavigne gnawele ;
he said to him ;

goalgtan
it will be squirrel

ofigye,

when he shoots,

gnagadie ; Qx1exire ;

he went ; he went a hittle
way
omavale ; Qna . axia,

he went on

he didw’t hit:

omavale ;
he missed ;

qfigye ;
when he shot ;

olyagofioto ;
and saw bush rat ;

gokwikerhene wobgl ;

in his hand

e

olyagerqkpa ;
and looked at one tree ;
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Oxwe owakoto ; Qmalyo ;
a parrot  was climbing from the ground ; it stopped on the tree ;

vasumwele ; onarhierha ; ofiyo, omavale ;
v I 3 < L <
it reached the top;  Le took sticks; he threw, he missed ;

gnarhigkpa  ofiyo gmavale;  gnarhigkpa ofiyo ;
he took one he shot he missed ; he took omne he shot ;

. > > > 2 ° - X ®
gmavale ;  qQkwekgkpa  gmarhigkpa; gnafie qdégbehra ;
he missed ; there remained one he took one; he shot he hit tree;

erhadegboto ; oxwelna ; owulo ; Onamoxwe ;
tree fell down; parrot and all; he died ; he took parrot ;

gnawoliga ; qmoxweliwa ; oxwehia,
he picked feathers ; he threw parrot away ; all the parrot,

gwolohga gvigxwefua ; onafiebe
he picked all feathers; he threw parrot away; he cut leaf

QnOWe ; gnagbalol ; Joanl onamu
he opened one ; he tied them ; the feathers he took the

Qna . arie QnaQgQgoo ; QO1SOWa onagadiqoake ;

he went he was glad ; when he got home he went to Ake house ;

onawake dode ebaxwe ; Akewehe
he said to Ake come buy red feathers; Ake said all right

grhiise ; ovignake ; Qnavieweva; akeyahale;
he took five; he gave to Ake; he took two goats; Ake took to pay;

onakba onarigxwaihe ; qnawedodeba ;
he got up  he went to Ochuaihe ;  he said come buy red feathers ;

Oxwaihewehe Qnavise, gvionoxwaihe ; Oxwaihe
Ochuaie said “yes” he took five, he gave to Ochuaie ; Ochuaie

onaviche ; ise onaryahale; onakba ;
cave pileces of cloth; five he took to pay ; he stood up ;
Qnarigovia ; Qnagovia dodebaxye;
he went to Ovia’s ; he said to Ovia  come buy parrot’s feathers;
Ovianawehe;  Ovianangle Imnung ? onawobu ;
Owvia said “yes”; Ovia asked him ‘ how much ?” he said “much?” ;
Ovianawekai ; onakai ; okegale ulubiwieva;

Oviasald “count it”; he counted; when he countedit four hundred
and two ;
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Ovianawe ; wahowo ? owelewoma,
Ovia said; “ What do you want for it ?” he said he wanted person,
lewemila ; ewivie ; lgwqQxQxQ;
he wanted cow ; he wanted beads; he wanted fowls;
Ovianawehe ; OvigQviomaise ; Qviemilise ;
Ovia said, all right; Ovia took five persons ; took cows, five ;
Qmurivie, 1se; QXQXQ, 1Se; Ovianavione Qnavio
beads, five; fowls, five; Ovia gavethem lLe gave them
Qna . adle. Ogisowa, odobowa ;
he went. When he got home, he went and built house ;
onaxigdafe ; Ovianavigbaxwe;  gnamunyahumu
he became a rich man; Oviatook red feathers; putthem on hishead
oniogile Ovialamwegbe ; riagmofi ;  umalemedewu.
that 1s what Ovia took to dress; 1in this world; story falls down
dead.
XV.
Osiokwowagmoii ; gsiokwokwoelimi; QS10201 ;
Smoker 1n this world ; smnoker in elimi;  each smoked lis own ;
omofiegho ; okwex10g0 ; os1okwonagmoti ;

he put it in bush; it was a clearing (farm); he smoked 1n this world ;

QS1Q001 ; omokwqobo ; QXe0go.
each his own ; he put it in bush; 1t was a farm.

XVL

Omawu beghbema a1same axwole,
When a man dies in our family we fetch water to wash him

evaxwe 1h1o uwawa  QuQgmo alaxwoli ;
soap loofah pot new to take wash him ;
agljolukmot ; agirhiukmgfi  nofwalo; ewogmg
we_tie him with cleth;  we can take  white cloth; a new mat ;
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aviowalukbo ; aidomolimiyo ; agifioto
we put 1t for bed ; we put 1t on the body ; we dig ground
agImweyo ; agiriema ; alyanell ; acgafiosisi.
we put 1t in ; we cook fufu; we give to chop,  we fire guns.
ao1f101s1 aigikugalimi ailema
When we fire guns we dance round the body we cook fufu
alyaluwelowe ; ota WOWIE edehino ;
we take sacrifice to feet ; in evening  and morning  seven days ;
ogagba, alyafioisi, buhumuge. algaku 1keva
(seven days) gone, we fire gun, at road boundary. We dance from
there
gade dosunurhu; alkeva 1viurhue ariowa,
come  reach gate ; from there draw chalk into the house
amorhoioto, asegoyo, alalema alyalue
a L O L ~ 7~
we put chalk down, we put cowries, we cook fufu  we sacrifice
algatielehrama. Agaluwelowe, arhigwokpa yoto.
we call 1t our father. 'When we sacrifice to feet, we put one knee on
ground.
Egugkpa yoto 1Magwa ; agarhieyoto,
To kneel on one knee we forbid ; when we put it down,

maigldiem1; magadiol evalg, ekooafiemale; aiyawafo,
we don’t eat ;  if we chop food,  belly bitesus;  we take afo,

alyakunu, aglfo.
we take it in mouth, that’s all.

X VIIL

Ahiame e¢rhumoyi, ahlame odotu ; Erhumoyi
Bird plantain eater, bird went and saluted him; Erhumoyi

naxamale kaxwe CAXIA ; mairiymi

sald to him from to-morrow 00 ; we don't eat anything

edehino; nokawu AoMQIIQI; ahiame weh¢ ;
seven days  who first dies  world sees him ;  bird said all right



EDO TEXTS. 45

edegicbe  Erhumoyiqtota ; omarijmi ahiame gnariugbo
at dawn  Erhumoyi sat down ;  got no chop bird went to farm

oisughbo gnariehig ; gnadiowa edeglghe
when he got to farm he ate pepper ; he went home at dawn

gokweriehie ; edegbedeghbe edehino okweriehig ;
he ate pepper ; every day seven days he ate pepper ;

QMawu. Erhumoyi  ohamogbg; qkewu, okeke
he did not die. ~ Erhumoyi  was hungry; hedied, he rotted

wuhe ; ahiame onakba ¢na.axia QO1Seva,
in his rump; bird got up went when he got there

Erhumoyiwu gnagele ; okeke ; onagye;
Erhumoyi was dead he looked at him ; he was rotten; he laughed ;

Qnawerhumoyi clokwia Qnariowa ;
he said to IElrhumoy1 he was not a man he went home ;

gisowa, onatiko ; ewokere; gnatamina
when he got home, he called meeting; town came; he told them

erhumoyiwu ; Jnanangle ; boghe ¢~
Erhumoyi was dead ; they asked him; “Who killed him ?”

QwQinarigvole, erignawu ; 1nanangle: newo ?
he said he ate no chop, so he died ; they asked: ¢ Where is he?!”

owokeke ; jnanatihene ; kedogade erhumoy1
he said “rotten”; they abused him; from that day on Erhumoyi

ele, axwe okeke.

if he dies to-day, to morrow 1s rotten.

XVIII.
Oisa, ugbo, ow¢; 'Osawq; ughona, ategbugbona,

Osa, farm, farmer; Osasaid; thefarm, tilll finish thisfarm,

A0eoW1 ; nQMQMQ, gerhioviglere ;
don’t make palaver ; who gets a child, don’t bring his son ;
qQweqwunehoi ; gnaw Osalobwa wagarhoimobore ;
farmer said he heard; he said to Osa don’t bring small

children:
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agecinya ; eawa ; Osa gowane edeken ;
don’t look at yams; plant (yams); Osa planted yams on rest day ;
gwe gnariugho ; onalawinyawoto ;
farmer went to farm; he went took yams from ground ;
onale ; onakedoglowele owe  gnawosalobwa :
he cooked them ; he planted them back farmer said to Osalobua -
a1gINYa ; Qgawone, agagele ;
let them not look yams ; when they are strong, we can look at 1t ;
otielene nakiahino ; iny Osalobwa, QMazo ;
he said 1n seven moons ; Osa’s yams did not grow ;

onagele :  1nyokeke; Osalobwa  nawowe Inyingkeke ;
he looked them : yam, rotten; Osasald tofarmer the yamsrotten ;

owe  owoma  uxale: womobogere ugho ;
L L 3 3 L
farmer all right yousaid:  don’t bring small child to farm ;
uxale : qomobogare, agbénutu ; oli enagwa.
you said :  1if small child came, we kill 1t for wiu ; so he said
noginya, Iyatewo ; utuagacbena ;
who looks yams, till yams strong ; we kill him for wiu ;
owenafiximi; mobailyoto ; Osalobwa
the farmer [went to] cut ex¢émz2;  he put 1t for ground ; Osa
lare, leho ninegboelutu ; Osalobwa nawehe ;
come, he wants to kill him for utu ; Osalobua said “no?” ;
Xiamu; alyataimewo ; olinana . ariowa ; 1NagIsowa
goon; go tell the country; so they went home; when they got
homne,
1natiko, ewokere,  Osalobwa  ¢natamewo
they called meeting, country came, Osalubua said tell country
Imyalemazo ; olinelagele  owe gkegwa; Osalobwa
his yams did not grow; so he looked 1t farmer spoke;  Osalobua
QXanmino qomobogariugho necgbenutu ;
said to him if they bring small child for farm let him-kill 1t for utu ;
ONINENaxamolsa ; agaginya necbenutu ;
so he said : tell Osa ; if we look vams let us be killed for utuw ;
lecide ; Osaginya ; olyenafiximi onarhieba ;

he came; Osa looked vams; so he cut exeme  he put 1t upright ;
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gnawosagade ; niegbenutu ; EWonaxa :
he said to Osa, come ;  let (me) kill (him) for wtu ; country said :.
Osa umaluese ; owe : laho, ket1; kelegalay,
Osa you did wrong ; he said: I beg, stop; from to-day on,
walema, atyalutu ; omobogaryugbo,
if you cook fufu, sacrifice to ulu ; if you take child to farm,
agaginya;  qkedogade ; nQmMQmMobo, ogarhieyugbo ;.
look yams; from that day on; who gets children, can take them to.
farm ;
ninyalemazo gagele.

whose yams don’t grow  can look them.

XIX.
Oviugwe onawerhai ; QWOo1Sa ;
A poor woman said to her father; saldd to Oisa ;
gleriagmg ; agmofilgrienalegafe ?
she was going to the world ; world which she was going to, she
would reach ?
Osa  qwinehol ; Qwinegidqvie ; Osa Qnawé :
Osa said all right ; she said she would buy a slave; Osa said:
eninuewo ? gnawigogboya;  Osalobwa gnawe.axia;
your name what ? She said : “ Igogboya” Osalobua  said “go” ;
olgna . arlagmg onaxa:  Qvie, ninegade,
so she went to the world she said ; slaves, which she would buy,.
lgwe, gkpainyoll legavigleyr;  qledinagmgq
in villages, two hundred and one she would put; she came to the
world ;
akebioi ; okwenwa gnadosueki ;
some one bore her ; she grew she began to trade in market ;
qnado|aldgvie ; okweablgwokpainyol: ;

she came buy slaves; she put them in two hundred and one villages ;
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Qbwlgwgkpainyoli Qmagibie,
when she put them 1n two hundred and one villages; when she had no
children ;

onakbaighe  gnayaboio ; gnawesokwolyaQbo ;

~L 2

she got up she went to divine; he said the only thing [is] you go
to doctor ;
nobo rhiele ariOsalobwa ; okedinQvgbo ;
let doctor take you to go to Osalobua ; so she went to doctor ;

obonarhiele ; cgariewosalobua ; onawosalobwa :
the doctor took her ; to go to Osalobua ; she said to Osalobua :

nemabie Osalobwanawele oariowa ;
she had no children ; Osalobua said to her go home ;

Qgasowa, noialuehiele agbemilalehi ;
when she got home let her sacrifice to L/ kill cow for Ehi;

onawomaokpa oaike, Omqbe, onawomobena ;
he sald : one son  remains, Omobe, he said, it is Omobe ;

gnawemjvwonalu ; Qwesokworhieninigl
he said, things won’t please his eye ; she sald just give him to me

. . . . - =~ - . -
Osalobwanawegaxia; goisuwagmeQiuwelimi ;

Osalobua said : go ; when she got half way between earth and
heaven ;

edinOsalobwarhiene; okerhiile ; okedia ;
palm nut Osa gave her; she ate 1t; she menstruated ;

gglsowadoxwe ; QgIXWena ; onawqdgle :

when she got home, she washed ; when she washed ; she said to her
nusband :

domiegbe ; gokedowahama ; okedobie ;
come take body ; then she became pregnant ; she bore child ;
ogigomqgbena ; omonikedonwa ; okedosiwu
she saw [it was] Omobe ; that child grew up; he got marks
gkedose nglomame Qnawiye
he was old enough to marry wife; he said to mother
norhioxwone ; 1yena wQIalse ;
to give him woman; his mother said “You are not grown yet” ;
lokedosiyelar ; okeariole ; okweyatulyenagmaii ;
he left his mother ; he went out ; he went salute his mistress ;
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jnakedoleljleariowa ; 1yenunemairhioxwone ;

they ran follow him home;  his mother said she did not give woman
to hum ;

1yckedolawa ; okedovikwehino; okedovigne ;
nother went nside she took seven women ; she gave to him ;

ONAWI1YO01Nase ; 1yekedoviixwighe ;
he said to mother not enough ; mother gave him ten women ;

okedovigne ; onawinehol ONaw1yomase ;
she gave to him ; he said “all right” he said to mother not
enough ;
iyenawe tobgle lairhie; ughbenogelarhie
mother said he must go take for himself ; when he wanted to take

onawelemamioxwo noyole ; gnawinelo
he said he did not see woman that he hiked ; he said he thought

glyene ecolinegarhmelome.
his mother, he would take and marry.

Osalobwa  gnawinekwr ; onawQmoilhwiye ;

Osalobua  said he did not agree ; he said child does not copulate
mother ;

onawosalobwa ; 1ye legawarhie ; Osalobwa-
he said to Osalobua ; mother he would take ; Osalobua

lowatielhimirhare ; gnawina dogunwuio
said “Call dead people come ” ; he said : “they come look work

niamokagmotre ; olekonadogba onawinobohiole ;

which they bring from world”; so they met  he said to them settle
the matter ;

elini nawinahoi ; omoihwiye ;
heaven said they heard ; child does not copulate mother ;
Qna,wOsalobua : Qna,\myenqgal'hle ;
he said to Osalobua ; he said, mother which he took ;
elim1 nawoviele QX10WUXO ; Inanawliye
dead people said her son was he goat ; they say mother
. . . S . S . . _X
oxlodegbe; onawewowoxo  oligamwiye ; okedogade

is she goat ; he said he goat can copulate mother; from that day
olggenoxigwuxo ogliyegenaxiodeghe; glo boxo gina mwiye

he was he goat, his mother was she goat ;  so he goat copulates
mother ;

I1. E
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9lOsalobwaginaxalimeyo ; gomogadoleghbe Wiye ;
so Osalobua cursed for it ; children don’t copulate mother ;

Qlowoxqgoina olgomaxwiye.

so he goat copulates mother.

X X.
Ewale, Osalobwa, gnawe¢, adeagmqgii; onaweénadgrigba
Ewale, Osalobua, he said, go to the world ; he said go and
be king
gonawinerioba ; qQwinoyudo ;
he said he would not be Kking; he said he made Udo;
owinoyaghbo ; gnawinegilal onawinehoi ;

he said he made Agbo; he said he would not go [Osa]said “I hear”;

gkedorhivie ; onadorhignerhieme ; onawenomuyurhu ;

-3 -3 -3 -3 -3 L

he took beads; he gave them to him to hold; he said put them on
your neck ;

okedosalyurhu ; onawinegakiewa

I < 200

he put them on hisneck ;  he said when he brought Ewa (Otu for Osa)

gwerhiegade  owowlowilg Inakiewd gonawinehol

he said bring it every morning they bring Ewa  he said he heard

Osalobwanazoma; ogkedorhigba ; agitienakia ;

Osalobuasentaman; hetook anail; when he counted three months;
onarhiaba onarhieso ; QnawegtQgavig

he took the staple  he put it in ground;  he said “he will sleep”’
Qglviene ; onawalamieljvierhiegye

when he slept ; he said (to another) go bring beads for me

inakedoseva 1nakedofialiviewurhu
when they got there they cut the Dbeads from s neck

akedorhiegyosa;  edekedogbe; Osalobwanawgyatielere,

they brought themtoOsa;  day broke Osalobua said : go call
him come,

gnawerhiviere griyoborhamurhu Qmaginivie
he said bring beads he took hand touch his neck he did not find bead
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gnawaxamosalobwa nemamivie ; Qnaweriegino

he said tell Osalobua  he did not see beads; he (messenger) said
bring it to him

gnawedgmamierhijri, gnawedowuyo
he said if he did not see them to bring, he said come, die for 1t
gnawalimiaine ; onawelaho;  Osalobwanawinekwi
he said beg him for him ; he said “ I beg”; Osalobua said he did not
(Osa) agree
Qnawe, avelimieqmaime ; gnawenekwe
he said, he can beg thing of a person ; he said he did not agree
gnawesokwadowu

he said the only thing to do was that he must come and die

Qnawevemigimialne, gnawenemaguagmona
he said if a thing is not hard, he said he would not send him to this
world

gnawumawulal gnawetininagagolyu
he said “you didn’t say you would go” he said he would go
(Osa) (Ewale)

Osalobwanawinegikwl g@Qnawalniminimiame ninagariagmoil
Usslobua said he did not he said beg for me let me go to the
agree world

Osalobwanawinehot gnawedogaxla, Qnawuasagnmon

Osalobua sald he heard he said “ g0 ” he said “if you reach
world ”

gQnaweyadoleyl gnawinehol
he said “ go make them better” he said ‘he heard ”

onaweagecboxwohame QNnawe gegbowe
he said “ don’t kill pregnant woman ” he said “don’t kill farmer ”
onawineholi;  gnawele, gnagade, okedodinagmon ;
he said “he heard”; he said, he wascoming then he went to world ;
ugbenagidinagmaiie, okedo mwqwere, okedogbe
when he got to the world, he brought farmer he killed him

Osalobwanagagwl;  gkedomwoxwohamere, gkedogbe ;
Osalobua made palaver he brought pregnant woman he killed her;

Osalobwanawawa; gkedogbohebo.  Osalobwanawawa;
Osalobua said he forbad ; he killed priest. Osalobua said he forbad ;

E 2
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okedochodion, Osalobwanawawa ; onawinehoi ;
he killed headman, Osalobua said he forbad ; he said *“ he heard ” ;
okedogiesu onaweyatielire ; ekenaluehrai ;
he sent Esu he said go call him come ;  place to sacrifice to his
father ;
evaaisunadotiele ; okedown;  gnadodinoielimi;

there Esu met and called him ; he died ; he came reached heaven ;

Osalobwanaweélemaxamale ; gechowele, cgecbohebo
39 09 L 90 3 )

Osalobua said: did he not tell him; don’t kill farmer, don’t kill priest,

cgeahobo ; gesawa ; onawOsalobwanemagye ;
don’t kill doctor ; it is forbidden ;  he said to Osalobua, he did not
remember ;

Osalobwanawehe gnaweyaxliogeye ; onalaxiale ;
Osalobua said “all right”  he said, go be crooked ; he went be 1t ;

ucbenegixiglene; Osalobwakedotiheyo  ugbenogitiheyone

L L.

when he was 1t ; Osalobua swore for it  when he had cursed 1t
onawekelevalal ocolenlokelogiluke
1 99 392 ~ MO~ 9 O
he said from to-day on (Ewale) should go lame
elagilagboxwami elagilagbodion
so that they did not kill pregnant woman so that they did not kill
headman
agagbodioi, acachbelewe acboxwameweko
O 1 O O 9 C 9

if they kill headman,  they kill goat  if they kill pregnant woman
and her belly (child)

1zuemure adoloto;
let them ULring two hundred things to sacrifice to Aluoto ;

onawagegbobo ; olosalobwanaxameyo ;
he said don’t kil doctor ; so Osalobua cursed for 1t ;
onawusiemulino agiyagadoloto
1 n L - O “1 L
he said there are two hundred things to sacrifice to Aluoto
okedogalal;  elaginavedolggbelue elagimawa.

from to-day on; so they don’t do it again so [1t 1s] forbidden.
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ANl

Ogbugbo, Odoeki; nomane; nomowa; lnanagareva;
Farmer, trader; husband; householder; they live there;

ohamgkecagbina ; nomowa owuhamegbuwe ;
hunger troubled them ; householder said hunger flogs you;

noghughbo gwuhamefi ;  noduekl owuhamegbugbe ;
farmer said hunger plenty ; trader said hunger too much ;

NOMOXWO owuhamegbugbe ; Inanaweha :
husband sald hunger 1s too much ; they said “ha”:

Bagalue?  Nomogho gQwinemenya  owlnQmamoxwo
What can we do? Farmer say here yams says he has no woman

nQoalema ; nomameonawefinyare gnafinyare ;
who goes cook fufu; husband says “bring yams” he brings yams;

golfinyare ; Qnawoxwona dolema
when he Dbrings yams ; he says to woman cook fufu
onawehe ; okemexe ; owinomameofligmon ;
L n B 9 < 1 y [ <
she says ‘““yes” she puts pot on fire; she says she has no palm o1l ;
Qwlnonameune ; owingmamehie ;
she says she has no salt; she says she has no pepper ;
onawe  nodueka : uwurhiere ; onawehé ; nodueki
L - 3 35 ; - L < =
she says to trader ‘‘youpaydon’tbring?” he said “yes” trader

okefioge : onalema;  axekedoga ; axeoloane
brings to her; she cooks fufu; pot was done; when pot was done

gnawe  nomoxwo; dodumemna; onawinedumu ;
she said to husband ; come beat fufu; he said he would not beat

OWE ; doduinema ; noyania Qnawe
‘““ farmer” ; come beat fufu; ““who gets yams” he said

mogadumemas, ldumu ; noMOWwa dodumema ;
“T go beat fufu”? “1I don’t beat”; householder, come beat fufu ;

ldumu ; NMOINIoWalle ; nunalema ;
I don’t beat ; I get my house; where you cook fufu;

ugIniawawo ; Odueki  dodumema
“1f you get house (what then)”? Trader come  beat fufu;
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1duimnu ; boze ? Momoinyahie ; moinyume ;
I don’t beat ; “Why 77 I get pepper ; I get salt;
moinyofigmon ; naialema ; onawehe ;
I get palm oil; to take cook fufu ; she said ‘“all right”
domanagagetalgma ? Aketalamaiwo ;
which man do we tell ? They talk to the country ;
ewonawegeabu ; dgmanagibwele ;
country sald 1t could not settle 1t ; who now go settle 1t ;
tokmosalobua;  Osalobwanature ; box1 ?  Nogbugbo
except Osa ; Osa came down ; what 151t !  Farmer
QW1nounaInya olingwidumema ; nomame
saidd he had yams so he said he did not beat fufu ; husbaud
owlnginyame nolenema olimgwidumena ;
sald he had wife who cooked fufu ; so he said he did not beat fufu ;
noduekl nonyaimi  nalema ; olinowidumema;
trader got things to cook fufu; so I say he did not beat
futu;
nOINIOWa IMoINiowame ; Inanalema;
householder I get my house; where they cook fufu ;
glingwidumu ; Osalobwanawehé; onawe ngmowa;
so he said I did not beat Osasaid: ‘“all nght”; he said to house-
holder ;
akpawama lawowa, goara ? Qnawu. ama;
if they didn’t go inside your house, can it be warm? He said you are
no good;
nomame ; ttmogbo ; umilengQrhinya ;

to husband ; you have no farm ; you don’t see who brought yams ;

nowoxali ; uwtdumu ? ugana ;
which your wife cooks; you say you don’t beat? you are no good;

noebuebo wenomenya, ? etutinyale ; wunengli ?
Farmer you who get yams? you roast yams eat ; you see who cooks ;

wumignolenia ; uwlidumu ? ugama;
you see who cooks fufu ; you say you don’t beat ¢ you are no good ;

nodueka ekyudo umamiemale ;
trader to market you go [trade] you dont see fufu to eat;



Q1
W) |

EDO TEXTS.

umilenolemanya ; uwudumu;
you see who cooks fufu now ; you say you don’t beat fufu;

ugama dedede; Onawe Orhieha ;
1 o -
you are no good for ever and ever he said ‘““three men” ;

1nagadolorhioxugkpacdedede. Umalgmodewn.
they don’t go take one woman for ever and ever. Story falls down

dead.

X XL

Ioifiemido, Emigherameme,

1

Igifiemido (I do not miss anything), Emigherameme (thing does
not touch me),

Inaleva ; Emigheramemegmudia unugwgba; Ioifieimdomudia
these two; Emigherameme stood upin palace gate ; Igitiemido stood
onukedo;  okwekewafiohabo; 1feme gwalemicherameme;
< 3 9 L s I 9 O S99
on hill of Edo; he shot bow from there ; arrow hit Emigherameme;
ekangrglobo ; okwegwouo; laifiemidokwegade;
bead was on his hand ; it broke it ; Igifiemido came (back) ; when he
o1Seva; owokwialexi, owinolgifiemido;
got there ; he said he was a man, hesaid hedid not miss anything ;
Emigheramere owokwia ; gwemirhanino.
. O 9 9 ? n B
Emigherameme said he hewasa man; hesaid thingdid nottouch him.
QmanQreva ; owuwalva;  okwiauaxi.
A man was there; he said : you two are men.

XX

OviawanQkhbiso ; inahino, iyenakebina ;
Pups [dog belly big]; these seven, their mother bore them ;
atalakpakebie;; okebigmihino. Atalakpaketiawa,
leopard bore ; she bore seven cubs. Leopard called dog,
QnawinagalQmo, okpokpa, nalagalunie.
she said they take sons, one one, to go cook wnie (soup).
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Awanawelehone : ONawe ; Atalakpawokabie ;

L 7

Dog said I hear ; she said ; Leopard you bore first ;

uweghokpawowe. Atalakpakemumqkpa 0gbé ;
kill one of vour own. Leopard took one killed 1t ;
onalalunie : atalakpazoboliolawa ;
she went cook soup ; leopard took a fore leg of 1t to the dog ;
awakelaloi ; orhaluerhe : edeglgbe,
dog licked it ; she put it 1n smoke of fire ; at dawn,
awanarhiobatalakpa, onalofiemowele, okile ;
dog took fore leg of leopard, = rubbed 1t with palm oil, cooked 1t ;
onarhieciatalakpa. Edenokele, edegiobe ;
took 1t go to leopard. Next day at daybreak ;
atalakpagcbegboviele : ovesubolegiawa ;

- Ao < : . = D ?
leopard killed another son ; took it and gave it to dog;
awawerhieh1 ; edecighe, oyalunie, orhiesogvatalakpa :
dog put it away ; at dawn, she made soup, gave some to leopard ;
atalakpa okiebovieleto ; ogozobglozegiawa ;
leopard killed her sons finish ; gave legs to dog ;

nozecienl ocirhiehr; edegogbe  ogerimatalakpa.
what she gave to dog  she kept ; at dawn  she gave it to leopard.
Oviatalakpagifo ; og1sedokpa, atalakpa

Sons of leopard were all finished ; i1t reached one day, leopard
onawelayatuawa. ocisunorhole ; onahogawa

L ~ O "3 1 s "3 O
sald she was going to visit dog. When she reached gate ; she heard dog

woviele ; INagwa ; onaweawa magbiviele.
aud her sons ; they were talking ; shesaid dog doesnot kill her sons.
Onawe edenocariehy, igadogbenyvielele.
She said day when she goes away, 1 will come kill her sons eat.
Okedogbawakia, awakeheto ; ocr1hetone,
It reached three months, dog washed her hair ; when she had washed
Qnawline: lelagariugho onawlivielena,
she said : she was going to farm ; satd all her pups;
elacafieowa: atalakpagacbinele ;
if she leave them in the house, leopard would kill them ;
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onavina, ONaviaxame; Qkf;‘gWEIG ’
she took then, put them 1n water pot ; she covered 1t ;

ogikpaigbene, atalakpanagade ; okegwanowaihia
when she got up, leopard came ; she looked all about

01MAaImina; onawlll lasamenwo ;
did not see them ; she said She was going to take water drink ;

ocifiubolaxegolasame viawanQkbizo
when she put hand for pot take water the pups

okefianubole. Onawe : Omaniaima;
cut her hand. She said : This person is no good ;

awariehene, okweviiomale, okeviogagaxanie ;

dog has eaten fish, she takes their bones, she puts them round
water pot ;

Iwagzasalema, iomakesemobo ; nonagwani ;
I say, if you take water here, bones prick your hand ; as she spoke ;

onahogawade, onaleoiyekowa ; 1legarie.
she heard dog coming, she went into back house ; she ran went home.

Awakelawa,  qviawangkbizo qkelenadia,  gnawiye:
Dog reached house, pup came out to her sald : mother

atalakpariema; qgwalotoggloxunu, omalewuwaxame,
leopard came here looked down, looked up, did not know water pot,

oluviemaihi gollamwanie ; inafiamobole ;
there you keep us she wanted to drink water ; they pinched her hand ;

QnaWe : omodauxi ; ovioyolgmeheyaxe.
she said : bad sons you are ; sons put fish bones for pots.
Iyewe : (riahaime ; omodauxi. Edegivigbe,
Mother said : Shut up, son bad you are. At dawn,
awanawiriekl. Wogaviodoleh ?
the dog went to market. Which side 1 keep them safe?
QLA WE ; wogavinalhi ? Oloviawangkbizo Qnawe :
she said ; where keep them ? SO pup sald :
1yemolunina ; Iyenawuwalyalu ? lyemule ;
Mother give them thread ; mother.said what to do? DMother gaveit;
gnabakukekegiadesegodo ; onadoluyo;
he put pegs for middle of mud ; he tied thread for 1t;
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okevadelerhurhumowa; onavietiglineha ;
he went tie 1t on top of roof ; he took brothers six ;
onaviohierhurhumowa. Inanajatotaerhurhumowa;
he put them on top of roof. They sat down on top of roof ;
onawlyegarieki. Atalakpanare, ogwalowa ;
he said, mother go to market  Leopard came, looked round house ;
oviawangkbizo onaweginama ; Onawe :
pups sald look at them there ; she =aid :
dekelunahiele ? Qnawe : golungrauesegodo ;
which place you climb?  she said : look at thread which 1s middle
of mud ;
olilaihiele ; atalakpanagarhiulu ; onagahiele ;
there I climbed ; leopard took thread ; she climbed ;
ogihielesadeseneva, oviawanokbizo okefilua ;
when she climbed half way, pup cut cotton ;
atalakpakedode ; gkemuhumgbailyoto ; okewu:
leopard fell ; she knocked head on ground ; she died ;
oviawanokbizo qketure; o¢nadomwatalakpa; onadovai;
pup canme down ; he took leopard ; he cut 1t up ;
gnamwimike ; 1yekekekire ; ONawe :
he put chop on fire ; mother came from market ; he said :
1yegbatalakpa. Onawubwalagbe ; Qnawe ;
mother, I kill leopard. She said : What you take kill ? he said ;
ghiaduxumude ; nafiulu ; okedode ; Qnawau.
she climbed up come ; they cut thread ; she came fall;  she ched.
Iyekewouq ; inakedoriatalakpafo ; Qnawlye ;
Mother was glad ; so they ate leopard finish ; they said to mother;
1leselogwomadia ; onarhiemi; oclde
I like to stop for person ; he took things ; when he came
ggerhamosagbodo.  Krhamosagbodo oheukegboxgxo.
he saw Ehramosagbodo. Osa was taking fowl calabash.
Onawe: dovava ; Qnawe,  mure, 1mukpaluwe ;
He said : hail, father ; he said, bring, I take help you;
Omwihene; okalilexia ; inakedosughbo ;

he gave him the load ;  he followed him go ; they reached farm ;
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onawukeghboxoxg ; Inanaganwina, oketerbamosa;
he opened fowl calabash ; they worked, he called O=a ;
onawe ; ukobozo; gsikekenewawina ?
he said ; small bush fow] ; are they near place where 1 work ?
Erhamoisa onawehe; onawlnolllegalya, ukwifiell.
Osa sald yes ; he said he was going to make trap.

Lrhamoisanawe: gmowime. Onakbaigbe;  onarigfioha;
Osa said : good, my son. He got up; he went into bush ;
Qg1Seva ; ogbengxoxoeva ; ovieyodo ;
when he got there ; he killed two fowls ; he put them there ;

okegade; Qgisekehramosalyi ; onawelebaba, ukobozo,
he went ; when reached where Osa was; he said ; father, fowl

bugbe bugboa; gwinekwihio. Inanaganwina ;

plenty on this farm ; he said he made trap for them. They worked ;
Qgisota onawinelakifi ; Qg1Seva :

at evening he said he would go look trap ; when he got there ;
OnavigxQxoni ; okewqlor ; gnavione;  gkegade.

he took the fowls; he cleaned them ; he took them; lie went.

glseva; gkeviomiehramosa, gnawinegbukobozoeva.
When he got there; he took show Osa, he said he killed two fowl.
Inakevigxgxgevani, Inakelele ; edemunakelovie.
They took those two fowl, they ate them ; day dark they lay down.
Eyqlu; gkegbine gxgxq Ehramoisafo. Qgiseg Ehramoisawé
So hedid; he killed fowls of Osa finish.  When it was time Osa,

sald :
1lagariowa, onatoviawanokbizo ; onawele;
I am golng home, lie said to pup ; he said :
1aviQXxQXxQre; gnagariowa; ognawele:  bwamgQxgxoiyi ?
go bring fowls ; he went home ; he said : which side you put fowl ?
Elolulekenadesugade ? Inenaukobozona.
Is 1t not those you eat from the time you come ? They are the
ukobozo.
Ehramoisa ognarhihumwherie, ognaxuhe; QUIXWE
Osa, took whip, he drove him ; when he drove

him
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okedosekenowabodi.
he reached place for making palm wine.

Onadogakaimyowoto ; onadefiuwele.
He came meet calabash of palm wine for ground ; he jumped went
inside.

Ehramoisgnawokpemainyo 1h1 ukgqre ;
Ora said “ palm wine man take palm wine out of calabash ;

numotolune. Olgkpenamwainyo ; onamukare ;
you give me dregs.” The man took palm wine ; he brought calabash ;
okekotole ; okemuwehramoisa. Ehramoisa
L -3 - L
there remained dregs ; he gave 1t to Osa. Osa,
okemuko, owlinelamuda ; QCINIWeriunu.
took calabash, said he wanted to drink it; when he took 1t put to
mouth.
Owviawanokbizo asafiolalo ; onalovialo.
Pup jumped go into his eye ; that 1s the pupil.
XXIV,
Kzomo agmon: okwegaxon ; oo1koxili;
Ezomo world ; he was at war ; he was continually at war ;

-

onawline 2axonso ; omibieka ;
- - ~ J -3 “

he said he was going to make war on sky ; he got boys ;
onatina ; onawinigierhare ; inanawehe:

he called them ;  he said go cut sticks and bring them ; they_sa,id all
right ;

lnana .axia; 1nanacierha ; 1anaviglere ;
they went ; they cut sticks; they took them and brought them ;
1NACISOWA ; ONAWING ; nebal egbalaka ;
when they got home ; he said to them ; tie ladder;
koto yasiso; elaghay ; 1nagcise
from earth to go to heaven ; so they tied 1t ; when they were
adeseleva, ecbalaka obun : 1nahakevecbalaka

midway, ladder broke ; they all with the ladder
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inadegboto ; inawulo;  Kzomagmg grhiobolyunu
] L < O - - ~
fell to ground ;  they died ; Ezomagmo put hand to mouth
gnatibieka ; qQwehe uli ; QWI1Na ;
called boys; other two hundred ; he said to them ;
ugbai eghalaka;; yasiso ; inanawehé ;
tie ladder ; to go reach heaven ; they said all right ;
1nakegbai ; 1nagciabal, oullasie 150 ;
they tied 1t; when they tied it, when it was near sky ;
ecbalaka obu; qdegboto ; 1nawulo ; Kzgmagmq
ladder broke ; it fell to ground ; they died ; Ezomagmo
1NaWINa ; qwehe uli walare; bwegbalaka ;
sald to them : other two hundred come ; oo tie ladder;
yaslso ; uwa ; geyerhagbay ; walyudi ;
to go to heaven ; all of you; don’t take stick tie; take palm tree ;
obal ; Jnawehé ; inakecbai ; kotqkpa
tie 1t ; they said all right; they tied it ; from ground go
yasiso ; QU1S1SO 1naketure ;
reach heaven ; When 1t reached sky they came down;
Ezomagmq  owubigkale; lawa; aviukoflomoiire ;
Ezomagmo said to the boys; go home; go bring calabashes oil ;
Inawehe ; Inanalawa ; 1nakevioficmon
they said “yes”; they went home; they brought calabashes of oil
. ‘xq -
uli aviehia ; Ezgmagmg Qwuna, ;
two hundred they took all; Ezomagmo sald to them ;
amofigmoni  gkbokypa yegbalaka ; Imawehe ;
take o1l one by one on ladder ; they said all right ;
Inanamwe 1yechalaka ; kotokpa yasl1so ;
they took 1t on ladder ; from ground go reach sky ;
ofigmon okeso ; gmanqghiegbalaka ; okweture ;
oil went  reach sky; person who climbed ladder; came down :
Qg1s0to Ezgmagmq gnamwekpeti exal,
when he reached ground Ezomagmo took box of powder,
gnamwioto qnawe :  1biekale, wakpawowa ;

put it on ground sald : boys, come out of house;
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ibiekale gkpawowa. Onamwere ; omuiexal ;
boys came out. They took 1t ; they take powder ;
exaibale ; muficmoni;  ofigmgbale ; gbaxiayasiso;
powder lighted ; (they) took o1l ; oil lighted ; flame weunt
reach sky ;
QSI1SO, isogwovol;  1vielimi  lnanade; adeyoto ;
it reached sky  sky broke; sonsof Elime came ; came down
Inagisoto , Inarhiuxure ; marheyoto ;
when they reached ground ;  they take wrure;  put 1t for ground ;
Ezomagmaq, ugamauo, uteyawu; nokpare ;
Ezomagmo, you get no son,  till you go die;  another came;
Kzgmagmo ugamaomo utewu ; Kzomagmg
Ezomagmo you don’t get son  till you die; Ezomagmo
owinehot : Ezgmagmq omabie orir1 ; Qkwewu.

he said heard Ezomagmo had no child at all;  he died.

Evanade.
There 1t falls.

XAV

Oviugwesasa ; A1 OISO Esago
Poor woman was not well for skin ; wife of Ogiso Esago

womada : inanagareva jnawehe ;
and Omada ; they live there they say “all right

omemirokpa;  jgoviugwe QIMoto1 ; Ogisonawele
they have nothing ; poor woman had her land ; Ogiso said to her

ulqmas: Inanamienotol ; JNANAWE :
you are not a person ; they took her land from her;  they said ;

)?

“ 101 Ouizekpe, QNawogiso ;
“m?” [all right]. When it went on, she said to Ogiso :

kwanaxavediohe ? Qnawlnenjmegatwo,
why do you say so? she said to hun let me go salute you,

onawehe : Ogisongkpa : Qrioduwowa. Asoii
-1 L . 1 “ “3
he said “yes” ; Ogiso got up ; went 1nside house. At night

J
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okemoxwo, onaviolalo onakebignaleho;
- -1 L
he got woman, he took her eye he cut her ear;

. . . x »
Qnavioyorhieve ; okegwele onatiemadahia ;
he put it for kola dish; he covered it he called all omada ;
onawomarqkpa agetamixwo ; edenedehingle
he said no one must tell woman ; every day for seven days
1Inagadoxaimingrodieve ; 1madanaweheé;
they come and say thing which is in kola dish ; omada said all right ;
Oviomadani QS1IOVIUZWESasa ; qokekwakpata.
the small omada friend of poor sick woman; made music.
QNAWOVIUZWESASA, ; niyeme alolororieve
He sald to poor sick woman ; my mother’s eye is in kola dish
wagwata uvigle ; unagwata owili;
if you speak you take 1t ; 1f you don’t speak it’s lost ;
1oefe : gnaweheé ; dehinogicba 1nanamwegbe
12510 . = L ) S O 9 O
the property ; she said all nght; 1in seven days they dressed
IXWerle; Inana.axia Inanalawogiso ;
women of king ; they went they went to Ogiso’s house ;
QNawina ; emingrorieve noriringle,
he said to them : thing is 1n kola dish who ever knows it,
. . . v °* "1 x71 . L
ewolnena : negiwaleva ; negivigne ehianawehe.
this 1s his country ; I share1t; and give it to him all said yes.
Esagolata, okairietar ; 1xwonireriebehi ;
Esago spoke, head woman spoke; all women of king’s house together;

inamalole ; anawoviugwesasa,
they don’t know 1t ; they say to sick poor woman

dotawe ; gmadanamwegcbe; nulole ;
come tell your own ;  the omada said : get ready ;  you know it ;

oviugwenawehe ; Inanaweta ; Qnawevinawetd ;

poor woman sald yes ; they said “speak”; she said “ What do they
say she must say ” ;

Qnawe CININQIIEVe ; onawalona ;
they said thing in kola box ; she said “the eye?”;
ovigmadawokegogq ewohlananagogowe ;

small omada was glad all the country was glad for her;
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anawogiso ; 0XWona oleminororieve ;
they said to Ogiso ; this woman knows what is in kola dish ;
doviefene ; onawaninenq ezederhiemine ;
go give her wealth ; he said she 1s his wife he would give her
nothmg ;
anawumarhiemine otowuxumu ogakugbe,
they said if you don’t give her things ground and sky go mix,
umarhiemine ? onawehd ; kerha, kewe, koxoxo,
you don’t give her things ? he said all right; wood, goat, fowl,
kemila, koma; onavwaleva ; Inanagbagale ;
COW, persons ; he divided into two ; they shared 1it;
oviugwesasa onalakmomomada ologisqgoinawu ;
poor sick woman goes thank small omada so when Ogiso died ;
oxXwona oviugwesasa ¢gnalawgmada ologilodonagingme.
the poor sick woman went to omada, that 1s the husband she
married.
Umalemodewu.

Story falls down dead.

XXVI.
Ernalue, amatl erlalue
Once upon a time, if we don’t say once upon a time
emenedo eglaxa. Ogiso  gnadogiuko;
in language of Edo we can’t tell a story. Ogiso sent a messenger :
onagie eOWL woviakota. Edena . axia
he sent tortoise and dog. The day thev started
qgwinawoviakota, : agadiova. Olegwi
tortoise sauad to dog : let [them, z.e.] us take titles. So tortoise
onatie owiathia ;  Oloviakota ¢natie Ologotogo.
called hnnself “We all”; Dog called himself ¢ Quick
runner.”
Oyelgro aglidumemamure ;

The provider when they beat, brought fufu;
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olegw1 onawawoxa gamwenadgie ; awoxana,
tortoise said to boy for whom do you bring fufu; the boy said,
Xog o X o . - X*y o
gwewowalhia nemwennagle. Olegwinonatiowailna
“for you all” he brings fufu. So tortoise who was called
‘“We all”
gnarhiemale. Erialue begbeéhiabegbélia  eriona
- 3 + 9+ T
took yams and ate. [t bappened every dav SO
ohamegboviakota ; gnasedokpa  oviakotagihokoikor ;
hunger devoured dog ; one day dog heard beating fufu ;
QlIagarieva ; owedodimuhumutiku ;
he went there; he said he would go up refuse heap ;
gnawawoxanl  mukumezo. Awoxaninawe owalhia,
he said to boy give me peelings. Boy said : to you all
x * - 1. ‘ v . . 3 TR
Qlemwemagie ; gloviakotanawe : egwilole owaihia ;
he brought fufu ; so dog said : Tortoise 1s we all ;
gnawelol, oviakota, Ologotogo ; awoxanl
he said he, dog, 15 Quick runner; boy
Qnagaxamerhaiwiye. Olinawe  ologotogo :  vade;
4 - L O o . J
went tell his father and mother. So they said  to dog: come ;
jnagamwemagie. Omakpeva  anagelemwemamunre,
they took fufu gave him. Not long after as  they said thev brought
fufu.
Jnawawoxani : agamamwelnagie ? Ologotogo.
He said to boy : For whom do you bring fufu ? For Quick runner.
Onawe ta ; onamagwaxawerhaiwiyeoiele.
He said “¢a”;  he does not know how to give message of father and
mother.
Awoxan Qnawe : 1gWaxa. Ololoiogotogo
Boy said I know how to give message. So Quick runner
Qnarhiema. Owaihia, ologotogo : ugwarlema ?
took hus fufu.  We all said to  Quick runner:  “ You don’t go eat
yams ?
Jnarhiema, ; ofiemagbava ; emafokina ;
they bring fufu”; he cut fufu in two; fufu finished on plate ;
Olewonatina iadqkpehenina. Inakedomwemila,

So the place said  they go give presents to them. They brought cow
11, K
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amunowathia ; akedomwesl nologotoyo.
and gave 1t to We all; they brought horse for Quick runner.
Ugbeni agidosode emi1lasetiaxia. Ologotogo
When they go reach road cow could not go. Quick runner
wesinaxia. Olowaihia:  Ologotogo,  Ologotogo,

and horse went on. So We all called Quaick runner, Quick runner,

Ologotogo diaxeme ; agbhirabiynwe.

Quick runner, wait for me; may they kill your father and mother.

Ologotoconamudia :  Owathia gkediseva: emildisetiaxia ;
Quick runner stopped ; We all got there; cow can't go,

wedidxeme. Oyanagaxia. Omagikwl  Ologotogo
you wait for me So they went on. Soon Quick runner

wesl osowathialal odyeke;  gkewetie :
and lorse left We all behind on road ; he called :

Ologotogo, diaxeme ; agbirablyuwe.
Quick runner, wait for me ; may they kill your father and mother

Ogidosekpario owalhianodogbemila ;
When he reached top of hill “We all killed cow;

onafinkpalame nologotogo ; Ologotogo
he gave tip of tongue to Quick runner; Quick runner

rhiukpalamemila ototalame ; 1nakedagaxia.
put tip of cow’s tongue under his tongue ; they went on.

olowaihia Ologotoygo : 0gaseze,
So We all said to Quick runner: When we reach the river,

auaAXWe ; agabalame 1yecbunu. Ugbeni
we wash ; we go throw water back in mouth. When they

agedoseze Owaihia nologotogo. AUAXWe !
reached river We all said to Quick runner ; we wash ;

mabalamiyecbunu.
they threw water back 1n mouth.

Inakedoxweto : inakedokbaighe ;  1nakedolokezegto ;
They finished washing ; they came out ; they reached top of

hill ;
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Owalhia  Ologotogo didxeme, agblrablyuwe.
We all said to Quick runner wait for me, may they kill your father
and mother.

Ologotogonamudia. Owéalhiagjseva  gnawenOlogotogo ;
Quick runner stopped. When We all got there he said to Quick

runner ;

ukpalamemilame. Ologotogo mamiukpalamemila ;
the tip of cow’s tongue. Quick runner did not find tip of cow’s tongue ;

Qnawe omamiukpalamemila. Olologotogonagbesin ;
he sald he did not find tip of cow’s tongue. So Quick runner killed

horse ;
onarhwikpalamesine nowaihia. Owalhia gnawé :
he took tip of horse’s tongue for We all. We all said :

QuolNEeYeNnla ; Olologotogo nakwesihiane ;
mine 1s different ;  so Quick runner  took and gave all the horse ;

Olologotogo gnagariodalu ; Qnagateghbereyoto ;
So Quick runner went on 1n front ; he went and buried himself
1n ground ;

owaihailgiseva, QnaWe : emlakenotonamalu ;

when We all got there, hesaid: I never saw place where ground
has eyes ;

gkikwes1 okuemila ; gkevionotonamalu ;
he sacrificed horse and cow ; he gave them to ground that has eyes ;
Qnawe : Igewoyegelne ; gviukpone ;
he said ; I see where 1t 1s looking at me still ; he gave loin cloth ;

oyegeme ; omwekiafivi ; Qvigne ;

1t 1s looking at me still ; he took penis and testicles; he gave them ;

oyegeline ; gnatulemu Qgogiso. ()21sowa,
1t 1s looking at me still ; he ran tell Ogiso. When he reached
the house
Qnawog1so “ta”; alvonogiegaweno ;
he said to Ogiso “ta” ; no one to king says bad thing ;
Jmiokenotonomalu. QlOgisgnagie ekparurhu,
I see place where ground has eyes. So Ogiso sent ants,
elaxwe ONWO, keminogixohia ; ugbeni
[of different kinds], with all bad things ; when

F 2
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akedosekenotgnomalu, Owaihia  omagimie

they reached place where ground has eyes, We all could not find

ekenotgngmalo ; olekparurhu 1nasal;  gnawe;
place where ground has eyes ; so ants bit him ; he said ;
gumes1kodo ; onalawekbiku, Inagihuele ;
let me go on; he went under dry leaves, when they looked for it ;

Inamagunio ; olasaka, 1nagahwelexia.

they did not see 1t ; SO ants began to look for him.

XXVIL

Inaihino, erhinabina, 1yenabina ;
Seven nen, their father bore them, their mother bore them ;

Inadomwa ; erhianahokbina : okegina

they came grow ; their father troubled them ; he sent them
orew up)

okwo ; 1nana.axia ; 1nagiseva ; 1nakexon,
to war ; they went ; when they got there ; they fought,

inakemwelogye ; Inamodibele ; Inamwaniebo ;
% o ) L 7 - L

they took the ogye ; they caught his servants; they caucht his wife’s
servants ;

Inakegyavina; inaviekboki ; Inakegwell ;
they cut them ; they put them 1 a box ; they covered it ;
lnana.adiowa ; nexerekemwe; Inagiseze
they went home ; smadl one carried 1t ; when they reached river
Inakesie ; Inawinagaxwe, nexere
they putit down ; they said they would wash, small one
Qnawlinagexere ; Inawetinaxwe Inamale

said “don’t wash” ;  they said they would wash  they didn’t know
owelele bokeze. Inakedehieze :
hunter was hiding  on the bank of the river.  They fall into river;
owenafina. Okwesenqdign osenukpogieva ;
hunter shot then. He shot the eldest he shot the second ;
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gsenukpogiha ; gkwesinathino fofele |nanamau,
he shot the third ; he shot all seven they took (the box),
jnanariowa; 1Nag]xiaxere ; ngdiode, QWU ;
they went home ; they went a little way ;  eldest fell, he died ;
nukpogieva ode ; ogwu;  nukpogiha; jnehakewu ;
second fell ; died ; and the third ; all six died ;
okwekenexere ; nexerenarliowa. Ogisowa ;
there remalned the small one; small one went home. When he got
home,
gdovairhal Qtotaibale ;
he came and met his father he sat on the seat on verandah ;
gnadjoue Owunarlenewo ; Erhanawe :
he knelt he said they are come back ; father said :
Etuewo ? Qwunawu ; gwunaxgle ;

Where your brothers? he said they are dead ; he said they fought ;

1naghbogie nagbodibo, Inagbamgbo ;
they killed the king  they killed king’s servants, they killed king’s

wives’ servants,

gweguhumina ; grhigbomaxumu ;
he said look their heads ; he took his hand round his head ;
ode QWL
3 <
he fell he died.

Erhainamavie, 1lyenagavie, Osalobwa keladie.
His father cried, his mother cried, Osa cane.,
Onawehrai : Box1 2 kenowiegade.
He said to father : what 1s 1t ? from morning come.

Onawivielewulo ; Osalobwa gnarrumwerie
He said his sons were dead ; Osa, took whip
gnarignode okwegafienale, inakerhigre,
he went on road be whipped them, they woke up,
nodignokawu gnawunegide ;
eldest who died first he saild he would not come;
owuneriemelinime Osalobwa nawehé.

he said he was chopping fufu in Elimi Osa sald ““all right.’,
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okevienise gadiowa ; 01SOWa, ; gnarhiexwail
He brought the five home ; he reached home ; he took medicine
onatiebg ; QWowlyeva inalgagiyokwo.

he swore by it ; he said both brothers they should not go war.

Evamalemenadewu.
Story falls down dead.



